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VABSTRACT
This thesis is an attempt to study the relation between age at 
first marriage and fertility of ever married women in Korea. The 
relation was analyzed chiefly according to birth intervals and under 
family planning. The data source is the 1974 Korean National Fertility 
Survey.
Fertility in Korea has experienced a remarkable decline in a short 
period (last 15 years) which coincides with the period of intensive, 
public and private efforts in the promotion of family planning and rapid 
economic growth. As a result, the large differences in age at first 
marriage, fertility, and contraceptive practice, which existed between 
urban and rural areas, higher and lower levels of education, and 
non-agricultural and agricultural workers, are decreasing according to 
economic and social development, while at the same time, the structure 
of the Korean population is changing continuously.
Although since 1962 contraception has become an important factor in 
determining fertility through achievement of preferred numbers and sex 
of children, age at first marriage in Korea is still a major determinant 
of the lowering of fertility. Increase in age at first marriage, with 
decline in proportions married, have contributed to the decline in 
marital fertility. The lengths of the birth intervals from the second 
birth tend to be equal among all of the age at first marriage groups.
The mean number of children wanted and the mean ideal number of children
vi
decrease with the delay of age at first marriage. Moreover, Korean 
women generally use contraceptive methods to stop giving birth 
completely after having their ideal number and sex-composition of 
children, not to lengthen the interval between births. Also, the 
differences in current use of contraception by age at first marriage are 
not significant. In this context, the high age at first marriage in 
Korea means a smaller number of married women currently exposed to
pregnancy and a shorter period of exposure.
vii
LIST OF CONTENTS
Page
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT iii
ABSTRACT v
LIST OF TABLES x
LIST OF FIGURES xiv
I. INTRODUCTION 1
1.1 General 1
1.1.1. Geographical and Cultural Background 1
1.1.2. Economic Development 3
1.1.3. Family Planning Program 5
1.1.4. Demographic Transition 6
1.2. Studies of the Relationship Between Age at First Marriage andr
Fertility 11
1.3. The Present Study 15
1.3.1. Purpose and Limitation 15
1.3.2. Data Sources 16
1.4. Background Characteristics of Individual Survey Respondents
in the 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey. 17
1.4.1 Age and Marital Duration 17
1.4.2 Socio-Economic Characteristics 19
II. EFFECTS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS ON AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND
FERTILITY 22
2.1 Introduction 22-
2.2 Age at First Marriage 23
2.2.1. Minimum Age at Marriage 23
viii
Page
2.2.2. Trends of Proportions Married 25
2.2.3. Changing Age at First Marriage 28
2.2.4. Effects of Socio-Economic Factors on Age at First Marriage 32 *
(i) Childhood Place of Residence 33
(ii) Level of Education 34
(iii) Religion 37
(iv) Husband's Occupation 39
(v) Work Status and Duration of Work Before First Marriage^l
2.3 Fertility 43
2.3.1. Trends in Birth Rate 43
2.3.2. Age-Specific Fertility Rates and Total Fertility Rate 45
2.3.3. Effects of Socio-Economic Factors on Fertility 51
(i) Current Place of and Childhood Place of
Residence 54
(ii) Level of Education 55
(iii) Religion 58
(iv) Husband's Occupation 59
(v) Pattern of Work and Most Recent Occupation 61
III. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY 64
3.1 Introduction 64
3.1.1. General 64 >.
3.1.2. Trends in Age at First Marriage and Fertility 66
3.1.3. General Impact of Age at First Marriage on Fertility 66 ^
3.2. Fertility Differentials by Age at First Marriage and Socio-
Economic Characteristics 71
3.2.1. Childhood Place of Residence and Current Place of Residence 72
3.2.2. Level of Education 75
3.2.3. Other Characteristics 79
3.3 Age at First Marriage and Birth Intervals 82
ix
Page
3.3.1. Introduction: Age at First Marriage, Birth Intervals,
and Population Growth 82
3.3.2. Age at First Marriage and Timing of the First Birth 87
3.3.3. Socio-Economic Differentials in Birth Intervals by Age at
First Marriage 98
3.3.4. Age at First Marriage and Fertility according to Timing of
First Birth and other Birth Intervals 102
3.4. Age at First Marriage and Fertility under Family Planning 106
3.4.1. Family Planning : General 106
3.4.2 Current use, Ever-Use and Knowledge of Methods of Contraception
by Age at First Marriage 107
3.4.3. Socio-Economic Differentials in Current Use of Contraceptive
Methods by Age at First Marriage 112
3.4.4. Attitudes Towards Family Size and Sex-Preference by Age at First
Marriage 115
3.4.5. The Effects on Fertility of Contraception by Age at First
Marriage 118
IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 123
4.1 Trends and Differentials in Age at First Marriage and Fertility 123
4.2 Relation between Age at First Marriage and Fertility according
to Birth Intervals 124
4.3 Relation between Age at First Marriage and Fertility under
Family Planning 125
4.4 Conclusion 126
REFERENCES 128
XLIST OF TABLES
Table Title Page
1.1 Population of Korea 7
1.2 Distribution of the Ever-Married Women Interviewed in the
1974 Korean National Fertility Survey - by Current Age 18
1.3 Distribution of the Ever-Married Women Interviewed in the
1974 Korean National Fertility Survey - by Marital Duration 18
1.4 Distribution of the Ever-Married Women Interviewed in the
1974 Korean National Fertility Survey - by Categories of 
Background Variables 2]
2.1 The Composition of the Female Population by Age at First
Marriage and Year of Marriage 24
2.2 Distribution of Never Married Korean Population by Age and
Sex : 1925-75 26
2.3 Distribution of Currently Married Korean Population by Age
and Sex : 1925-75 27
2.4 Singulate Mean Age of Males and Females at First Marriage
in Korea : 1925-75 80
2.5 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married 
Before Age 25 - By Current Age and Childhood Place of
Residence 33
2.6 Proportions of Population by Type of Place : 1949-1975 34
2.7 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married
Before Age 25 - By Current Age and Level of Education 35
2.8 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married
Before Age 25 - By Current Age and Religion 37
2.9 Distribution of Ever-Married Women According to Level of
Education and Current Place of Residence - By Religion 38
2.10 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married
Before Age 25 - By Current Age and Husband's Occupation 39
2.11 Per Cent Distribution of all Ever-Married Women According to 
Selected Occupation of Husbands - By Type of Residence and
Level of Education 40
2.12 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married 
Before Age 25 - By Current Age, Work Status, and Duration
of Work 41
xi
Table Title Page
2.13 Per Cent Distribution of all Ever-Married Women According to
Level of Education - By Most Recent Occupation 42
2.14 Crude Birth Rates from Various Sources : 1910-1975 44
2.15 Age-Specific Fertility Rates from Various Sources : 1925-1975 46
2.16 Total Fertility Rates from Various Sources : 1925-1975 49
2.17 Indexes of Overall Fertility (I ), Marital Fertility (I ), and
Proportion Married (I ) : 1925-1975 ^ 50m
2.18 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to all Ever-Married, by
Background Characteristics and Years Since First Marriage 53
2.19 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to all Ever-Married Women -
By Childhood Place of Residence and Current Place of Residence 55
2.20 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women - By
Level of Education and Current Place of Residence 57
2.21 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to all Ever-Married Women -
By Education Level and Husband's Occupation, Type of Place of 
Residence and Husband's Occupation 60
2.22 Per Cent Distribution of and Mean Number of Children Ever 
Born to all Ever-Married Women According to Wife's Most
Recent Occupation and Pattern of Work 62
3.1 Contributions to Declines in Fertility by Women of Various
Age Groups 67
3.2 Marital Fertility Rates by Current Age, Period, and Age at
First Marriage (Age Specific Fertility Rates) 69
3.3 Marital Fertility Rates by Marriage Duration, Period, and Age
at First Marriage (Duration Specific Fertility Rates) 70
3.4 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women Aged 
40-49 - By Current Place and Childhood Place of Residence
and Age at First Marriage 73
3.5 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to all Ever-Married Women - 
By Current Place and Childhood Place of Residence, Age at *
First Marriage, and Years Since First Marriage 74
3.6 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women Aged
40-49 - By Level of Education and Age at First Marriage 76
3.7 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to all EVer-Married Women - 
By Level of Education, Age at First Marriage, and Years Since 
First Marriage 78
Table Title
3.8 Mean Number of Children Ever B o m  to Ever Married Women Aged 
40-49 - By Age at First Marriage and Selected Characteristics 
(Religion, Husband's Occupation and Pattern of Work)
3.9 Model of Female Population Growth Under Varying Regimes of 
Birth Intervals and Ages at First Marriage
3.10 Distribution of Women Who Have Passed Five or More Years Since 
First Marriage According to the Interval Between First Marriage 
and First Birth - By Age at First Marriage and Years Since 
First Marriage
3.11 Cumulative Per Cent Having a Birth by Selected Times Since 
First Marriage or the Preceding Birth, for First, Second, 
Third, and Fourth Birth Intervals by Age at First Marriage 
(Only Women Who Have Passed 4 Years Since First Marriage 
or Preceding Birth).
3.12 Mean Length of Birth Interval Since First Marriage or the 
Preceding Birth by Age at First Marriage and Years Since First 
Marriage (Only Women Who Have Passed 4 Years Since First 
Marriage or Preceding Birth and Have Had the n ^  Birth) .
3.13 Per Cent of Births After 4 Years Since First Marriage or 
Preceding Birth - By Age at First Marriage
3.14 Mean Length of Birth Interval Since First Marriage or the 
Preceding Birth by Age at First Marriage and Selected Socio- 
Economic Characteristics (Only Women Who Have Passed 4 Years 
Since First Marriage or the Preceding Birth and Have Had the 
nth Birth)
3.15 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women Who 
Have Passed 20 or More Years Since First Marriage - By Age 
at First Birth
3.16 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Women Who Have Passed 
20 or More Years Since First Marriage - By Birth Order, Age 
at First Marriage, and Birth Interval
3.17 Percentage of Ever-Use of Contraception - By Years Since 
First Marriage, Number of Living Children, and Age at 
First Marriage
3.18 Percentage of Current Use of Contraception - By Years Since 
First Marriage, Number of Living Children, and Age at 
First Marriage
3.19 Percentage of Current Use of Contraception - By Age at First 
Marriage, Selected Characteristics, and Number of Living 
Children
Table Title Page
3.20 Mean Number of Living Children, Mean Number of Children Wanted, 
and Mean Ideal Number of Children to Ever-Married Women - By-
Age at First Marriage and Years Since First Marriage 116
3.21 Percentage of Currently Married 'Fecund' Non-Pregnant Women 
Who Want no More Children - By Number of Living Sons and
Number of Living Daughters 117
3.22 Standardized Mean Number of Living Children and Mean Ideal 
Number of Children - By Ever User and Never User of
Contraceptive Method and Age at First Marriage 119
3.23 Standardized Percentage of Women Wanting More or No More 
Children Who Are Currently Using a Contraceptive Method - By
Age at First Marriage 120
3.24 Standardized Mean Length of Birth Intervals - By Ever User and
Never User of Contraceptive Methods and Age at First Marriage 121
xiv
LIST OF FIGURES
Figure Title Page
1.1 Map of the Republic of Korea 2
1.2 Vital Rates by Years 8
2.1 Trends of Singulate Mean and Median Age at First Marriage 
for Male and Female, 1925-1975 31
2.2 Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who First Married 
Before Age 25 According to Current Age Group■- By Level of 
Education 36
2.3 Age-Specific Fertility Rates, 1930-1975 47
2.4 Age-Specific Fertility Rates, 1925-1975 48
3.1 Trends in Total Fertility by Percentage of Women Age 15-19 
Ever Married : 1925-1975 65
3.2 Arithmetic Impact of Age at First Marriage and Birth 
Intervals on Population Growth : a Hypothetical Model 84
3.3 Distribution of Women Who Have Passed 5 or More Years Since
First Marriage According to the Interval Between First
Marriage and First Birth - By Age at First Marriage and
Marriage Duration (in single months) 88
3.4 Distribution of Women Who Have Passed 5 or More Years Since
First Marriage According to the Interval Between First 
Marriage and First Birth - By Marriage Duration (in single 
months) 96
Page 1
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the purposes and organization of the present 
study, literature review, and some relevant demographic and 
socio-economic background towards understanding the relationship between 
age at first marriage and fertility in Korea.
1.1 GENERAL
1.1.1. Geographical and Cultural Background
The Korean peninsula is approximately 1,000km in total north-south 
length, and 216km wide at its narrowest point. It is separated from 
Manchuria and Siberia to the north by the Ammnok and Tuman Rivers and 
the Paektu Mountain Range; from mainland China to the west by the 
Yellow Sea; and from the Japanese archipelago to the east by the East 
Sea (Economic Planning Board, E.P.B., 1979A : 8-9).
The northern zone of the nation which has been under communist rule
2since 1945 comprises 122,370 km while the Republic of Korea to the
2south is slightly smaller, with 98,859 km . The Republic of Korea is 
divided administratively into two special cities and nine provinces as 
shown in Figure 1.1 (E.P.B., 1978A : 19). The present study is
concerned with the Republic of Korea.
The nation's climate is temperate and midway between the 
continental and marine types. The hottest months are July and August; 
the coldest December and January. The rainy season begins in June and 
ends in August. During this period, an average of 50 per cent of the 
total yearly precipitation is recorded (E.P.B., 1979A : 10-12).
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Figure 1.1 Map of the Republic of Korea
4. Cheongju Si
5. Daejeon Si
6. Jeonju Si
7. Gunsan Si
8. Gwangju Si
9. Mogpo Si
10. Yeosu Si
11. Daegu Si
12. Masan Si
13. Jeju Si
<3^ eju Do
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 20
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The Koreans are united by one language, one cultural tradition and 
a long history going back thousands of years. Only recently outside 
influences, urbanization and rapid economic development have brought 
some changes in the social structure and philosophic outlook of the 
Korean people. The Korean alphabet, Hangul, which has twenty-four 
phonetic letters, is so simple and practical that the literacy level 
reached 90 per cent in 1975 (Ministry of Culture and Information,
M.C.I., 1977 : 17-18).
Family ties are still strong and filial piety and patriotism are 
increasingly emphasized as an antidote to social disruption. 
Nevertheless, the nuclear family has largely replaced the extended 
family, especially in cities, and well-educated women are taking a much 
more active social role (M.C.I., 1977 : 18-19).
1.1.2. Economic Development
Korean economic development did not really begin until the early 
1960s. The Japanese occupation, the division of the country, war and 
reconstruction hindered any real development before that time. All this 
changed rapidly in the 1960s. Since the introduction of the First Five 
Year Economic Development Plan, Korea has maintained one of the highest 
rates of growth in modern economic history. Between 1961 and 1978 the 
GNP, growing at an average of about 10 per cent per annum in constant 
prices, increased from US$2.1 billion to US$47.4 billion at 1975 
constant market prices, while per capita GNP rose from US$ 82 to 
US$1,279 in current prices (M.C.I., 1977 : 55 and E.P.B., 1979A :
136-137).
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Given a population of 37 million (in 1978) and a low level of 
resources, Korea has had to emphasize industrialization and thus there 
has been a marked transformation of the structure of the economy. The 
agriculture, forestry and fishery sector, growing at an annual average 
of 5 per cent, declined from 39 per cent of the GNP in 1961 to 22 per 
cent in 1978, while the share of mining and manufacturing, growing at a 
rate of 18 per cent, rose from 15 per cent to 28 per cent of the GNP.
The social overhead and services sector grew at almost 10 per cent per 
annum, thus its share of the GNP increased marginally from 46 per cent 
to 50 per cent (M.C.I., 1977 : 56 and E.P.B., 1979C : Table 1).
The leading edge of this transformation has been the growth of 
exports and particularly manufactured exports. By 1978, commodity 
exports had risen to US$ 12.7 billion, realizing a growth rate of 41 per 
cent per annum. The composition of manufactured exports has also 
changed dramatically from materials such as textiles to commodities 
demanding more sophisticated production techniques including transport 
equipment and ships, industrial machinery, etc. (M.C.I., 1977 : 57 and
E.P.B., 1979B : 126).
The increase in manufacturing has served two other purposes. While 
the labour force has been growing since 1963 at a rate of 3.5 per cent 
per annum due to the large number of babies born just after the Korean 
War and to the increased number of women seeking jobs, unemployment has 
declined from 8.2 per cent in 1963 to 3.2 per cent in 1978. The 
manufacturing and services sectors have provided four out of every five 
jobs created since 1963. Furthermore, the increase in manufacturing has 
resulted in domestic products replacing imported products so that 
imports have not increased as rapidly as exports, thus improving the 
balance of payments (M.C.I., 1977 : 57-58; E.P.B., 1979B : 69 and
E.P.3. 1979C : Table 2).
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1.1.3 Family Planning Program
For the purpose of promoting national stability and social welfare 
by increasing productive investments and the distribution rate of 
national income through a reduction of rapid population growth, the 
family planning program was adopted by the government as a major program 
of national economic development from 1962 (Min, 1972 : 104).
The tasks of achieving the targets and carrying out the detailed 
action programs set by the central government were passed to the local 
government: nine provincial and two special city governments. The
assigned goals and activities were allocated in turn to the country and 
district health centres (198 centres in 1975), and finally to the 
township and field workers (2,533 workers in 1975). Thus the program 
was implemented by field workers through the already existing health 
centres (Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu (1975 : 112 and Koh, 1976 : 35).
"Stop at two" is now a popular slogan in Korea, even among rural 
families.
Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 113) summarized the
characteristics of the program as follows:
(1) The program was first introduced by the government as a national 
population policy, which was almost completely unknown to the Korean 
people beforehand.
(2) From the beginning, the program was closely connected with the 
national economic development plan or was rather an integral part of 
the development plan.
(3) Finally, this was the first attempt at a "planned change" in 
fertility - related attitudes and behaviour patterns of Koreans.
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The Korean Family Planning Program has been regarded as an example 
of success in today's world-wide efforts to curb rapid population 
growth. Actually success cannot be denied in terms of the original goal 
to reduce the growth rate from 3 per cent during 1955-1960 to 1.64 per 
cent by the end of 1976. The government set a new target to reduce the 
present growth rate to 1.59 per cent by 1981 (Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 
1975 : 113 and Koh, 1976 : 44).
1.1.4. Demographic Transition
In Table 1.1, population densities and average growth rates per 
year are calculated from the results of censuses since 1925, the year of 
the first modern census in Korea. The average growth rate of 4.4 per 
cent during 1945-49 was influenced by internal migration from the 
northern territory to the southern area. The rate of 1.0 per cent 
during 1950-55 was influenced by the Korean War, and since 1960 the 
rates have been falling because the crude birth rates (CBR) decreased 
more rapidly than the crude death rates (CDR) (See Figure 1.2). The 
average crude birth rate during 1956-60 was 43 per 1,000 but during 
1971-75 it had fallen to 24 and the total fertility rates decreased from 
6.0 in 1960 to 3.6 in 1974 (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 89-93).
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TABLE 1.1
POPULATION OF KOREA
Year Population 
(’000)
Density
(persons/Km2)
Average 
Rate per
Growth 
year (%)
1925 19,020 88 -
1930 20,438 95 1.5
1935 22,208 104 1.7
1940 23,547 107 1.2
1944 24,120 114 1.6
1949 20,167 205 4.4
1955 21,502 219 1.0
1960 24,989 254 2.9
1966 29,193 296 2.7
1970 31,466 319 1.9
1975 35,280 351 1.7
Note: Until 1944, figures 
Korea and therafter 
Korea only.
refer to total 
to population
population of whole 
of the Republic of
Source: Koh, 1976 : 26
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Figure 1.2 Vital rates by years
Persons/
1000 Observed data
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 Calendar year
Source: Koh, 1976:26
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It is not difficult to conclude from Figure 1.2 that the CDR and 
CBR stayed at a high level until the end of the 19th century and the CDR 
started to drop slowly thereafter, though the rates before 1910 could 
not be calculated. But from the 1920's, the CDR fell faster until 1960, 
after which the rates fell more slowly again. While the CBR had started 
to drop slowly from the 1930s, it has been dropping more rapidly since 
1960. Therefore, the natural increase rates of the Korean population 
between 1920 and 1960 were highest during the transition while the rates 
after 1960 have dropped rapidly, so that it can be said that Korean 
demographic transition is presently between the 'Late Expanding' and the 
'Low Stationary' phases of the demographic transition which Blacker 
(1947, cited in Lucas, 1980C : 32) discerned.
The falling of the CBR since the 1960s has been influenced by 
several factors, for example, the spread of family planning; the rising 
age at first marriage; increase of educational levels and of income; 
the improving status of women, etc., (Koh, 1976 : 27). The effects of
the Korean family planning program, conducted by the government since 
the beginning of the 1960s, cannot be calculated accurately, but it is 
clear that it has been one of the main factors because the percentage of 
currently married women who were using contraception increased from 16 
per cent in 1965 to 37 per cent in 1974 (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 :
122 and U.S. BOS, 1978 : 11).
The mean age at first marriage for females has risen from 17.1 in 
1935 to 23.2 in 1974 and the index of the population married (Im) 
dropped to 0.67 in 1974 (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 67-68) while
Coale (1975) said that the highest value of Im that had been computed 
for a national population was 0.91 for Korea in 1930.
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Even though the TFR had shown a marked decrease from 6.0 in 1960 to 
3.6 in 1974, the difference of the TFR's between urban (TFR : 2.9 in 
1974 and 5.4 in 1960) and rural (TFR : 4.3 in 1974 and 6.7 in 1960) is
still large (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 89 and 93). The main rural
industry is agriculture and the rural society has been modernised more 
slowly than the urban society. In other words, it is said that the CBR 
in urban areas is lower than in rural areas because the urban society 
has been industrialized and modernized more rapidly than the rural 
society. The level of industrialization, which is defined by the 
proportion of industrial products to the total industrial and 
agricultural products in a country, has increased from 8.5 per cent in 
1920 to 20.5 per cent in 1960 and 50.0 per cent in 1970 (Song, 1976 :
288 and 294). Therefore, it is not difficult to think that the CBR in 
Korea will fall continuously as the rural society becomes modernized.
The fall of the CBR in Korea, which was a traditional agricultural 
society, has been affected by a complex of factors. Urban society has 
been changed into an industrial society since 1960 during the years of 
the nation's Five Year Economic Development Plans, living standards have 
improved and there has been a tendency towards nuclear families 
associated with higher education. Since 1968, the New Village Movement 
(the so-called Seamaul Undong) has modernized all of Korea and 
communications about birth control and contraception have been accepted 
readily by the people in rural areas. In addition, because the number 
of nuclear families has increased with education and industrialization, 
the number of young couples who do not look forward to wealth from their
children has also increased.
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1.2 STUDIES OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND
FERTILITY
The relationship between age at first marriage and fertility has 
been studied by many sociologists and demographers. If the sex ratio 
and the proportion marrying are not changing much, the lower the age at 
first marriage the longer will be the marriage duration and fertility 
may increase according to the length of the marriage duration.
Goode (1963) and Lorimer (1968) said that the age at which women 
marry is an important factor in population growth, because marriage 
often represents the socially-sanctioned initiation of sexual activity 
and childbearing for women (Cited in Population Information Program,
1979 : M -107). Shryock and Siegel (1976 : 340) argued that one of
the most important demographic characteristics of a marriage is the age 
of the bride and the groom because age at marriage is closely related to 
fertility, the duration of married life, and the stability of marriage.
In the nineteenth century, quite high proportions of the population 
in most European countries adopted the strategy of 'moral restraint' 
which had been advocated by Malthus by delaying marriage to high ages 
(Van de Walle : Cited in McDonald, 1980 : 101), but since World War II
the age at marriage has fallen (Lucas 1980B : 69). Samuelson (1973 :
33-34) explained the reasons. With the war came prosperity, and the 
backlog of depression - deferred marriages began to melt. The number of 
single people declined; and the age at first marriage fell sharply.
With many more new marriages, it was only natural to expect the birth 
rate to leap upward. The changes in marriage patterns have been 
summarized by McDonald (1980 : 101). While short-term fluctuations in
marriage rates and marriage ages may be related to economic changes, the 
reasons for long-term changes in marriage patterns must be sought in
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changes of attitudes towards marriage.
Henry (1976 : 91-95) explained the extent of the impact of age at
first marriage upon fertility in the context of 'natural fertility'. He 
pointed out that the mean number of children is an approximately linear 
function of the age at first marriage. Eversley (1965 : 39-41) also
demonstrated that the rate of population growth depends on age at first 
marriage and life-long celibacy. In societies with controlled 
fertility, the biological component is heavily conditioned by social 
factors such as effective contraceptive use and selective marriage 
patterns (Bumpass and Mburugu, 1977 : 31-32). Thus, birth intervals
may be lengthened or shortened depending upon whether marriage commences 
early or late relative to other women in the society (McDonald, Ruzicka 
and Caldwell, 1980 : 3-4). Though age at first marriage is increasing
continuously, fertility may increase if the birth intervals between 
first marriage and the first live birth, and the first and the second 
live births are shortened. Romaniuk (1974) found among the James Bay 
Indians that the interval between successive births tended to become 
shorter among the younger as compared to the older generation of mothers 
because of changes in lactation habits, reduction of pregnancy wastage 
and reduction in the separation of spouses.
In broad terms, the path from high to low fertility has, in all 
countries that have accomplished it, been associated with changes in 
marriage (Population Information Program, 1979 ; 14-110 and McDonald,
Ruzicka and Caldwell, 1980 ; 1). With respect to age at first marriage
and fertility specifically, Matras (1965) has suggested that during the 
modernization process a country may be subject to stages of adjustment 
to population growth as follows:
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M a r r i a g e F e r t i l i t y
U n c o n t r o l l e d  C o n t r o l l e d
E a r l y A B
L a t e C D
The c o n c e r n  o f  the  model i s  to  t r a c e  s o c i e t a l  b e h a v io u r  from S t a g e  A t o  
S t a g e  D th ro u g h  e i t h e r  S t a g e s  C or  B.
R e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  has  c l a im e d  t h a t  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  programs and the  
u se  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  and a b o r t i o n  have had a g r e a t e r  impac t  i n  r e d u c i n g  
f e r t i l i t y  than  has  d i f f u s e  s o c i a l  change  a s  measured by a v a r i e t y  of  
f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  age a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  ( P o p u l a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  
P rog ram ,  1979 : M-106) . A c c o r d in g  to  T r u s s e l l ,  Menken and C oa le  (1979
: 3 - 1 4 ) ,  i f  age  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  i n c r e a s e s  in  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n  which
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  m a r i t a l  f e r t i l i t y  i s  e f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  change  i n  the  
p r o p o r t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  f o r  the  l a t e r  m a r r y in g  c o h o r t s  can be 
o f f s e t  by i n c r e a s e s  in  a g e - s p e c i f i c  m a r i t a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s ,  so  t h a t  
c o h o r t  t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y ,  t h e  cum ula te d  v a l u e  o f  the  a g e - s p e c i f i c  
f e r t i l i t y  s c h e d u l e ,  r em a in s  a lm o s t  c o n s t a n t .  They a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  g r e a t e r  the  d e g re e  o f  d u r a t i o n  -  d e p e n d e n t  f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  
l e s s  the  pe rm anen t  change  in  t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y  p roduced  by n u p t i a l i t y  
c h a n g e ,  and the  more p ronounced  the  t r a n s i e n t  change .  D e layed  m a r r i a g e  
a l s o  l e n g t h e n s  the  p e r i o d  be tween  g e n e r a t i o n s  and hence  p u t s  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  b r a k e  on l o n g - r a n g e  p o p u l a t i o n  growth  ( D a v i s - B l a k e , 1965 : 
1 3 2 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  l a t e r  m a r r i a g e  r e d u c e s  r a t e s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  growth 
b e c a u s e  i t  means a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  exposed  to  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r eg n a n c y  and a l o n g e r  i n t e r v a l  be tween  g e n e r a t i o n s  
( P o p u l a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  P rogram , 1979 : M -105) .
I n  most of  the d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  where e a r l y  and u n i v e r s a l  
m a r r i a g e  has  been the  t r a d i t i o n ,  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l i n e  was l a r g e r  in  the
1970s t han  in  the  1960s (M au ld in ,  1976 : 247) .  Whether  t h i s  d e c l i n e
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has been influenced directly or indirectly by delayed age at first 
marriage has been studied by the Population Information Program (1979), 
and McDonald, Ruzicka and Caldwell (1980) for a number of developing 
countries, Das (1965) and Pakrasi and Malaker (1973) in India, Ahmed
(1969) in Pakistan, Palmore and Marzuki (1969) in West Malaysia, Wright
(1970) and Fernando (1975) in Sri Lanka, Freedman and Casterline (1979) 
in Taiwan.
In Korea, a few studies of marriage and fertility have been 
conducted. Kim (1965) analysed the relationships of marriage, fertility 
and mortality in Korea. Evelyne and Burch (1974 : 260) showed that
changes in the reproductive behaviour of Korean women, in the form of 
delayed marriages, have been going on for half a century. Lee and Han 
(1978 : 104) asserted that in Korea, age at first marriage itself did
not affect fertility so much but it was important because age at first 
marriage influenced duration of marriage and duration of marriage 
changed birth intervals. Donaldson and Nichols (1978 : 232) found that
the combination of important social and economic changes, a large-scale 
government family planning program, and the availability of abortion 
have contributed to an increase in the age at first marriage and a 
decrease in fertility within marriage. Coale, Goldman and Cho (1979 : 
11) explained the effects of age at first marriage and birth control on 
fertility in Korea as follows: until 1960 the effect of rising age at
first marriage was offset by increasing marital fertility and after 
1960, the downward gradient of marital fertility became progressively 
steeper as contraception and abortion became more prevalent.
Aside from the direct impact of age at first marriage on fertility, 
McDonald, Ruzicka and Caldwell (1980 : 4) have summarized the indirect
relations between age at first marriage and fertility as follows:
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(i) Fertility, through premarital conception, may influence the timing 
of marriage.
(ii) Very early age at parturition may lead to subsequent fecundity 
impairment.
(iii) If age at first marriage is very early, then an increase may not 
affect completed fertility greatly because of the impact of 
adolescent sub-fecundity.
(iv) Young age at first marriage is frequently associated with higher 
rates of divorce.
(v) Young age at first marriage for a woman frequently involves a much 
wider age difference between husband and wife increasing the 
chance of early widowhood or earlier decline in the husband's 
ability to reproduce.
1.3 THE PRESENT STUDY
1.3.1. Purpose
Today, in determining how many children a couple will have, age 
at first marriage is less important than deliberate use of modern 
methods of birth control (Population Information Program, 1979 : M
105). Nevertheless, the age at first marriage in Korea will be 
important for the next one or two decades because the post-Korean War 
"baby boom" created an unusually large young population now coming 
into reproductive age (Population Reference Bureau, 1976 : 85).
Moreover, the proportion of currently-married women in Korea who were 
using specific methods of contraception was still only 37 per cent in 
1974 (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 122). Thus, the change of age at
first marriage is still influencing the level of fertility directly or
indirectly.
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Therefore, the main purposes of the present study are (A) to 
examine (i) trends of age at first marriage and total fertility, (ii) 
age at first marriage and birth intervals, and (iii) the 
socio-economic differentials in age at first marriage and fertility, 
and (B) to find out the relationships between age at first marriage 
and fertility (i) according to birth intervals, and (ii) under family 
planning.
1.3.2 Data Sources
The data for the present study are taken from two Population 
Census reports and the original tape and the report of the 1974 Korean 
National Fertility Survey.
In the 1970 Population Census, a 10 per cent sample and in the 
1975 Population Census, a 5 per cent sample of the 'enumeration 
districts' were selected by urban and rural areas, and additional 
information on migration, nuptiality, fertility and economic activity 
were collected from each individual in the sampled districts.
The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey was undertaken as part 
of the World Fertility Survey, an international program of research 
into human fertility. About 18,000 households for the household 
survey and about 5,000 eligible respondents for the individual survey 
were selected using basically a two-stage design for the household 
survey with a further sampling stage for the individual survey. The 
sample design aimed for a self-weighting, nationally representive, 
probability sample. Enumeration districts (ED's) of the 1970 
Population and Housing Census were used as the primary sampling units 
(PSU's), with households in the selected PSU's constituting the 
ultimate sampling units (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 33). Three
Page 17
questionnaires - the household schedule, the individual questionnaire, 
and the community questionnaire - were used in the survey and the 
first two questionnaires only are used in the present study. The 
household schedule was used not only as a screening device to identify 
the sample for the individual survey but also as an important source 
of data in its own right. The major components of the individual 
questionnaire were respondent's background, maternity history, 
marriage history, contraceptive knowledge and use, fertility planning, 
family size values, work history and opportunity, and current (last) 
husband's background.
1.4 BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIVIDUAL SURVEY RESPONDENTS IN THE 
1974 KOREAN NATIONAL FERTILITY SURVEY.
This section presents a brief description of the background 
characteristics of women who were the respondents of the individual 
survey of the 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey. It may 
facilitate a better understanding of the present study to make the key 
background variables explicit.
1.4.1 Age and Marital Duration
The age distribution of the women interviewed in the individual 
survey is shown in Table 1.2 and the distribution by marital duration 
is presented in Table 1.3.
Page 18
TABLE 1.2
DISTRIBUTION BY AGE OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN 
Age 
15-49 
15-19 
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P.
- 1974 
Per Cent 
100%
1
10 
22 
20 
19 
16 
12
1977 : T 213 (Table 1.1.1).
The median age is about 34 years and the median duration of 
marriage for these women is about 13 years (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 
: 56-57).
TABLE 1.3
DISTRIBUTION BY MARITAL DURATION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN - 1974
Marital Duration Per Cent
All 100%
Less than 5 years 22
5 - 9 19
10 - 14 15
15 - 19 15
20 - 24 12
25 - 29 10
30 years & more 7
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 221 (Table 1.2.1).
1977
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1.4.2 Socio-Economic Characteristics
The major socio-economic background characteristics of female 
respondents in the 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey are: 
education, current residence, religion, husband’s occupation, and 
wife's pattern of work. The background characteristics are classified 
as follows and the distribution of ever-married women by the 
socio-economic variables is shown in Table 1.4.
1. Education level is grouped in five categories; no education, 
primary school, middle school, high school, and college or higher.
2. The respondent's current place of residence is classified into 
three categories; 'city', defined to include the 35 cities with 
population 50,000 or over, 'town', defined as rural places with 
population between 20,000 and 50,000 and 'village', defined as 
places with population under 20,000.
3. Religion is classified into five categories; none, Buddhist, 
Protestant, Catholic, and other (such as Confucian, Muslim).
4. Husband's occupation is grouped in seven categories; professional 
and managerial workers, clerical workers, sales and service 
workers, agricultural workers, skilled or semi-skilled manual 
workers, unskilled manual workers, and those who never worked.
This classification is based on the International Classificiation 
of Occupations with slight modifications recommended by the World 
Fertility Survey (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 61).
5. Wife's pattern of work, which is classified into six categories 
(see Table 1.4), is a composite variable derived from details of 
her work history at three points in time; before marriage, after 
marriage and at interview.
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Although Confucians belong to the category ’other religions', 
which constitutes only 1 per cent after respondents, the deeply 
ingrained Confucian mode of manners and social relations is still a 
major factor in the way Koreans think and act, because Confucianism in 
Korea meant a system of education, ceremony, and civil administration 
by the beginning of the twentieth century and it was basically a 
system of subordinations: of the son to the father, of the younger to 
the elder brother, of the wife to the husband, and of the subject to 
the throne. It also inculcated filial piety, reverence for ancestors 
which is a function only of sons (M.C.E. 1979 : 146-147).
Therefore, most women who have no religion have been influenced mainly 
by Confucianism while the others have been influenced also by their
own religion.
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TABLE 1.4
DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN BY CATEGORIES 
OF BACKGROUND VARIABLES - 1974
Background Number Per Cent Background Number Per Cen
Characteristics Characteristics
All Women 5,430 100
(1) Education (4) Husband's Occupation
None 1,140 21 Prof, and Manag. 497 9
Primary 2,730 50 Clerical 406 7
Middle 913 17 Sales & Service 916 17
High 508 9 Agricultural 1,852 34
College 139 3 Skilled 1,352 25
Unskilled 348 6
Never worked 38 1
Not stated 21 0
(2) Current Residence
City 2,843 52
Town 410 8 (5) Pattern of Work
Village 2,177 40 Current and
before marriage 1,401 26
(3) Religion Current, not
None 3,348 62 before marriage 1,267 23
Buddhist 1,280 24 Not current, before
Protestant 527 10 and after marriage 360 7
Catholic 203 4 Not current, after
Other 72 1 marriage only 255 5
Not current, before
marriage only 971 18
Never worked 1,176 22
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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CHAPTER II
EFFECTS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS ON AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
AND FERTILITY
2.1 INTRODUCTION
This chapter aims to analyze the background of the main subject 
of the present study by examining historical trends of age at first 
marriage and fertility and the socio-economic factors affecting on 
age at first marriage and fertility in relation to certain 
characteristics: childhood place of residence and current place of
residence, level of education, religion, husband's occupation, and 
work status, duration of work before first marriage, pattern of work 
and most recent occupation.
This chapter is divided into two main sections: age at first
marriage and fertility. The first section on age at first marriage 
deals with legal minimum age at first marriage, trends of 
proportions married, changing age at first marriage, and 
socio-economic differentials. In examining levels and 
differentials, the mean age at first marriage - the simple 
arithmetic mean or singulate mean - instead of median is used as the 
index of age at first marriage and it is analyzed according to 
current age group. The second section on fertility deals with 
trends in the birth rate, age-specific fertility rates and total 
fertility rate, and socio-economic differentials. Cumulative 
fertility, defined as the average number of children ever born per 
ever-married woman aged 15-49, is used for studying fertility 
differentials. In the present study, cumulative fertility is 
analyzed according to duration of marriage and the standardized mean 
for all durations is used for comparisons.
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2.2 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
2.2.1 Minimum Age at First Marriage
Laws and customs influence the marriage rate and the proportion 
of the population that eventually marries. Age at first marriage is 
limited or at least affected by the minimum age imposed by law.
This may be either an absolute minimum or a minimum below which the 
young person may not marry without parental consent. (Shryock and 
Siegel, 1976 : 343).
Age at first marriage in Korea has been limited by the Korean 
Civil Law which was promulgated in 1958. Under this law, the 
minimum age at first marriage for a male is 18 years and for a 
female 16 years, and either a male under 27 years or a female under 
23 years may not marry without parental consent (Korean Civil Law, 
Articles 807 and 808). If a marriage were against the law, the 
marriage could not be registered and would be considered null 
(Korean Civil Law, Article 817 and Korean Civil Registration Law).
Since the family planning program was adopted as a major 
program of national economic development from 1962, the legal 
minimum age at first marriage has been discussed among economists 
and sociologists. Kim recommended that the legal minimum age at 
first marriage for females should be raised from 16 to 20 years, 
because the proportion of females aged 15-19 among the total 
reproductive females aged 15-49 was still high (9.1 per cent in 1960 
and 9.6 per cent in 1970) although the age-specific fertility rate 
for age group 15-19 decreased from 36 per thousand in 1960 to 13 in 
1970 (Kim, 1976 : 130-131) and the ever- married proportion of
females aged 15-19 is quite low: 7.3 per cent in 1960 and 2.9 in
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1970 (calculated from Table 2.2).
The composition of the female population by age at first 
marriage and year of marriage after promulgation of the Korean Civil 
Law is shown in Table 2.1.
TABLE 2.1
THE COMPOSITION OF THE FEMALE POPULATION BY AGE AT FIRST
MARRIAGE AND YEAR OF MARRIAGE (1) (2)
Year of Age at First Marriage
Marriage
Total (1958-74)
Under 16 
0.5
16-19
23.5
20-24
63.1
25 and Over 
12.9
Total
100.0
1958-1961 0.5 35.4 59.2 4.9 100.0
1962-1966 (3) 0.5 24.4 64.9 10.2 100.0
1967-1971 (4) 0.6 18.6 65.1 15.7 100.0
1972-1974 0.4 18.0 60.6 21.0 100.0
Note:
(1) This Table is converted and calculated from a distribution 
table by calendar year of birth.
(2) Only the period from the year of the promulgation of the 
Korean Civil Law to the Korean National Fertility Survey year 
is included.
(3) 1962-1966 : the period of the first economic development 
plan.
(4) 1967-1971 : the period of the second economic development 
plan.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 214-T 217, Table 1.1.2.
After the period of the first economic development plan, the 
changes of the proportions of females marrying in age groups 16-19 
and 25 and over are notable. The proportion of females marrying at 
ages 16-19 dropped from 24.4 per cent to 18.0 per cent; on the 
other hand, that for the age group 25 and over jumped from 10.2 per
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cent to 21.0 per cent.
2.2.2 Trends of Proportions Married
The degree of social isolation and stigma that batchelors and 
spinsters experience depends on the level of celibacy in each 
society. Where celibacy is more common, unmarried adults can 
associate with one another and develop a social life relatively 
independent of their married counterparts (Dixon, 1971 : 229) .
Korea has been a country with a lot of social pressures to marry and 
with a humiliating stigma attached to the celibate group, cultural 
factors encouraging universal marriages and early marriage (Kim,
1978 : 8). Even though marital and courting behaviour has
undergone a rapid transformation during the last half century, the 
custom of universal marriage remains intact (Kwon, Lee, Chang and 
Yu, 1975 : 45).
Table 2.2 which gives the proportions of males and females (age 
15-49) never married between 1925 and 1975 shows the custom of 
near-universal marriage very clearly. In 1925, only 6.7 per cent of 
females and 22.5 per cent of males aged 15-49 were single. However, 
since 1925, the proportions aged 15-19 remaining single have 
increased to 36.0 per cent for females and 49.1 per cent for males 
in 1975. This increment in the proportion single can be ascribed to 
postponement of marriage, rather than to an increase in celibacy.
The major transition is an extremely high increase in the proportion 
single at young ages: the age groups 15-19 and 20-24. In the age
groups 30-34 and over, however, no noteworthy changes in the per 
cent single for both sexes can be observed.
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These changes in Korea have been explained by Dixon (1978 : 
485). In the regions under the influence of Confucian thought, 
ancestor worship, and the clan system, with rising standards of 
living and population pressures on the land, prior ideals regarding 
early marriage have been abandoned, but universal nuptiality remains 
a fact of life.
TABLE 2.2
DISTRIBUTION OF NEVER MARRIED DISTRIBUTION FOR KOREAN POPULATION 
BY AGE AND SEX - 1925-1975 (PERCENTAGE)
1925 1930 1935 1940 1955 1960 1966 1970 1974 1975
Male
15-49 22.5 23.4 24.2 26.4 38.7 42.2 44.6 45.6 43.1 49.1
15-19 68.0 71.1 76.5 83.7 94.3 98.0 99.4 99.7 99.6 99.7
20-24 32.6 33.4 35.2 37.0 67.1 80.0 90.0 92.6 90.9 92.9
25-29 11.5 10.1 9.5 11.0 25.3 26.2 38.4 43.4 43.3 47.0
30-34 4.4 4.1 3.1 2.7 4.7 3.2 5.3 6.4 5.5 7.0
35-39 2.5 2.4 1.7 1.3 1.1 0.7 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.4
40-44 1.8 1.4 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.5
45-49 2.1 1.0 0.8 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3
Female
15-49 6.7 7.5 8.6 11.5 23.2 25.7 29.3 31.5 32.9 36.0
15-19 27.8 33.2 38.0 48.5 85.2 92.7 96.1 97.1 96.7 97.4
20-24 2.6 2.3 4.3 5.5 20.8 33.5 51.6 57.2 55.3 62.5
25-29 1.2 0.6 0.7 1.9 3.0 2.9 7.7 9.7 10.0 11.8
30-34 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.4 1.0 1.4 1.4 2.1
35-39 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.7
40-44 0.7 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3
45-49 1.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2
Source: (1) 1925-1975 (except 1974) : Population Census Reports.
(2) 1974 : The Korean National Fertility Survey - 1974 
(First Country Report), 1977
Note: 1925-1940 : For whole Korean Population.
1955-1975 : For the population of the Republic of Korea.
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TABLE 2.3
DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED KOREAN POPULATION 
BY AGE AND SEX : 1925-1975 (PERCENTAGE)
Age 1925 1930 1935 1940
1
1955
Male
1960 1966 1970 1974 1975
15-49 71.9 71.5 71.3 70.2 59.3 56.4 54.4 53.5 55.7 50.2
15-19 31.2 28.2 23.0 16.1 5.5 1.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3
20-24 64.7 63.8 62.5 61.6 32.2 19.0 9.8 7.2 8.8 7.0
25-29 83.7 85.3 86.4 86.4 73.0 72.3 60.9 56.0 55.9 52.6
30-34 88.9 90.2 91.9 93.3 92.7 95.1 93.4 92.5 92.7 92.1
35-39 89.1 90.4 92.1 93.7 96.2 97.4 97.4 97.3 96.6 97.3
40-44 88.2 89.7 90.9 92.8 95.5 97.4 97.5 97.5 96.9 97.7
45-49 85.5 87.6 89.1 90.7 94.1 96.6 96.8 97.0 97.1 97.1
Female
15-49 85.0 86.2 85.3 82.3 67.8 67.2 64.2 62.8 61.6 59.5
15-19 70.8 65.9 61.1 50.9 14.3 7.0 3.8 2.8 3.2 2.6
20-24 93.9 95.6 93.7 92.6 75.1 64.8 47.7 42.3 43.7 37.2
25-29 93.5 96.4 96.2 95.1 89.7 93.1 89.8 88.4 87.5 86.8
30-34 91.6 94.8 94.9 94.3 89.8 91.7 93.9 94.6 94.1 94.4
35-39 88.4 91.5 91.8 91.1 87.0 88.2 89.1 92.0 91.5 93.7
40-44 82.3 86.0 86.4 86.1 81.4 82.1 82.7 84.8 86.6 88.2
45-49 74.4 77.6 79.0 79.0 73.6 76.0 75.2 76.9 76.6 79.1
Source: (1) 1925-1975 (except 1974) : Population Census Reports
(2) 1974 : The Korean National Fertility Survey - 1974 
(First Country Report), 1977.
Note: 1925-1940: For whole Korean population
1955-1975: For the population of the Republic of Korea.
In Korea, since there have been few births outside marriage and 
strong sanctions against illegitimate children, the level of births 
should largely be determined by the proportions currently-married and 
their age composition. The proportions of currently-married women, 
therefore, are found to have been one of the most important factors 
affecting the fertility transition in Korea even after deliberate 
fertility control methods became widely disseminated among the 
majority of the population (Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 51).
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Table 2.3 shows the proportions of females and males (ages 15-49) 
currently married. The proportions currently married at the 
reproductive ages 15-49 have undergone a rapid change in Korea since 
1925. For females aged 15-24 and for males aged 15-29, the proportion 
currently married declined continuously, but the proportions currently 
married from age 30 onwards for females and age 35 and over for males 
have increased slightly. For females between 1940-1955, however, the 
proportions currently married decreased because of male losses during 
World War II and the Korean War.
Coale, Goldman and Cho (1979 : 5) have examined the changes in
proportions married in terms of three aspects of nuptiality: the age
pattern of first marriages, the proportion still single at age 50, and 
the proportion widowed or divorced of ages 15-49. The changing 
patterns for young age groups were mainly ascribed to the continuous 
postponement of marriage described above and the trends in higher ages 
were explained largely by the proportional shifts of the widowed and 
divorced, particularly the former.
2.2.3. Changing Age at First Marriage
According to Bogue's classification scheme (Bogue, 1969 :
317-321) the age at first marriage in Korea during the colonial period 
belongs to the earliest marriage group in the world, but the levels 
since 1970 fall in the late marriage group which consists mostly of 
the European and Latin American nations (Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 
: 46) .
As shown in Table 2.4, a series of estimates of the singulate 
mean age at first marriage based upon various data, which were 
calculated by the method which Hajnal (1953 : 129-131) suggested,
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show the trend of rising age at first marriage. The table shows that 
age at first marriage increased slowly during the earlier period 
followed by much more rapid increases in the decades after 1940. The 
age at first marriage increased to 24.5 years for males and 20.5 for 
females in 1955, compared to 21.7 years for males and 17.5 for females 
in 1940. After 1966 when the age at first marriage reached to around 
27 years for males and around 23 for females, which are the levels of 
developed countries (Hajnal, 1953 : 119 and Lucas, 1980C : 69), the
rate of increase of age at first marriage became slow again.
As Glick and Landau (1950 : 517-518) have stated, age at first
marriage differs from peace time to war time and marriages may be 
postponed or brought forward during wartime, depending on the level of 
economic activity and psychological factors. The age at first 
marriage during 1940-1955 increased rapidly because Korea was 
liberated from Japanese domination after World War II and the Korean 
War disrupted Korean society (Kown, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 154;
United Nations, 1975 : 273; and Kim, 1978 : 6). Also, all
able-bodied young men were conscripted during the Korean War, and 
mandatory 3-year military service since then has continued to 
discourage early marriage (Hogan, 1978 : 169 and Population
Information Program, 1979 : M-120). Furthermore, changes in
education and employment also encouraged later marriage (Lapierre - 
Adamcyk and Burch, 1974 : 257-260, and Hogan 1978 : 169) and both
women and men have economic reasons to marry late (Population 
Information Program, 1979 : M-120).
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TABLE 2.4
SINGULATE MEAN AGE OF MALES AND FEMALES AT FIRST MARRIAGE
IN KOREA , 1925-1975
Year (Source of 
Data)
Male Female Difference 
in Years
1925 (1) Census 20.5 16.0 4.5
1930 (i) II 20.8 16.5 4.3
1935(i) II 21.1 17.0 4.1
1940 (2) II 21.7 17.5 4.2
1955 (1) 11 24.6 20.5 4.1
1960 (3) II 25.4 21.5 3.9
1966(4) II 26.7 22.8 3.9
1970(4) II 27.1 23.3 3.8
1974 (4) Survey 27.2 23.2 4.0
1975 "3) Census 27.4 23.7 3.7
Note: 1925-1940 : for whole Korean population
1955-1975 : for the population of the Republic of Korea
Source: (1) Kim, 1967 : 147
(2) Chang, 1966 (Cited in Kim, 1978 : 7)
(3) Lapierre-Adamcyk and Burch, 1974 : 255
(4) Economic Planning Board, 1977A : 67
(5) Economic Planning Board, 1978B, Vol. 1, 12-1 : 116-117.
Besides the singulate mean age at first marriage, the median age 
at first marriage is frequently used as an index because the frequency 
of marriages by age increases vary rapidly at the younger ages but, 
after the peak ages of marriage, the decline in frequency of marriages 
by age is slower than the rise at the younger ages (Ahmed, 1969 : 
799-800 and McDonald, 1980 : 98-99). Therefore, the median age at
first marriage has also been calculated from census and survey data on 
marital status by age and sex and is compared with the singulate mean 
age at first marriage in Figure 2.1.
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The differences between the two average ages of first marriage 
for both sexes are very small because, as shown in Table 2.2, the 
frequency of marriages in Korea is concentrated near the peak ages of 
first marriage and the frequency of late marriages is low. Therefore, 
throughout the present study, the singulate mean or simple arithmetic 
mean will be used as the index of age at first marriage.
Figure 2.1 Trends of Singulate Mean and Median Age at
First Marriage for Male and Female,1925-1975
Source: 1) Singulate mean : Table 2.4, above.
2) Median : Calculated from censuses and survey (1974) data.
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2.2.4.Effects of Socio-Economic Factors on Age at First Marriage
Bogue (1969 : 642) has found that persons who belong to
different socio-economic groups have different ages at first marriage. 
This section deals, therefore, with the effects of socio-economic 
characteristics on the age at first marriage of ever-married women.
The socio-economic differentials which will be analysed are:
(1) Childhood place of residence^
(2) Level of education
(3) Religion
(4) Husband's occupation
(5) Work status and duration of work before first marriage.
In order to remove some of the censorship, this description of 
the differentials will be limited to the mean age at first marriage of 
those women who first married before age 25 among those aged 25-49 
currently, calculated within subgroups of the socio-economic 
variables. The study of socio-economic differentials in age at first 
marriage will help in understanding the mechanisms which determine age 
at first marriage and in analysing the relationship between age at 
first marriage and fertility based on socio-economic factors in 
Chapter III.
l.The place where a respondent had mainly lived till age 12.
2.Statistical problems of censorship arise when a standard model is appropriate 
for analysis except that values of the random variable falling below - or 
above - some value are only counted, which is censorship. For example, in a 
study of particle size, perhaps small particles will be seen and counted, 
but will not be measurable because of equipment limitations (Moses, 1968 :
196) .
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Differentials by Childhood Place of Residence
Place of residence during childhood has an influence on the 
future behaviour of a person because this is the time when one gets 
the first and permanent impressions about one's surroundings.
Usually, on farms and in villages, the wife is more likely to be a 
member of a family economic production team than.in urban areas 
(Carter and Glick, 1970 : 86-87). The rural society (village
mainly), therefore, stimulates early marriage more than does urban 
society.
As shown in Table 2.5, those who spent their childhood in cities 
tend to marry slightly later than those who spent their childhood in 
towns or villages, but the differences are diminished among the more 
recent cohorts.
TABLE 2.5
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED 
BEFORE AGE 25 - BY CURRENT AGE AND CHILDHOOD PLACE OF RESIDENCE
Current Age Total Village Town City
Total 19.4 19.2 19.7 20.5
25-29 years 21.1 21.0 21.1 21.7
30-34 years 20.5 20.4 20.5 21.2
35-39 years 19.5 19.3 19.8 20.7
40-44 years 18.1 17.9 18.9 18.7
45-49 years 16.9 16.6 17.5 18.3
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 218 (Table 1.1.3B).
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TABLE 2.6
PROPORTIONS OF POPULATION BY TYPE OF PLACE, 1949-1975
Type of Place 1949 1955 1960 1966 1970 1975
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Village 72.5 66.2 59.0 51.1 44.4 40.9
Town 9.2 8.6 12.4 14.7 12.4 10.7
City 18.3 25.2 28.6 34.2 43.2 48.4
Source: 1949-1970 : United Nations, 1975 : 32 (Table 21)
1975 : Computed cn the basis of 2975 Census data (E.P.B., 
1978B : 14, Table 1).
There are a few possible reasons why this difference is
diminishing. There has been a very rapid urbanization of the 
population as shown in Table 2.6. The proportion of the total 
population living in cities increased from 18.3 per cent in 1949 to 
48.4 in 1975, and the proportion of women who spent their childhood in 
a village or town but were living in a city in 1974 was 82.6 per cent 
among all women who were living in a city (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 
: T 581, Table 6.2.5). Moreover, as mentioned in 1.1.3 and 1.1.4, 
the family planning program has spread to the whole country and 
changed attitudes and behaviour patterns of Koreans since 1962, and 
the New Village Movement has modernized all of Korea, especially 
villages, since 1968.
Differentials by Level of Education
According to Dandeker (1965 : 146) education provides
opportunities for personal advancement, awareness of social mobility, 
and higher non-familial aspiration. The causal relations between 
education and age at first marriage in a developing society are
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complex. The attainment of some education rather than none, or of 
high levels rather than low, presumably changes a person's outlook on 
life while increasing his or her life chances, whether for employment 
or for further education (Lapierre-Adamcyk and Burch, 1974 : 25) .
For females especially, there is competition between early marriage 
and high educational attainment. The woman who marries early 
ordinarily cannot continue her education. The woman who wants to 
advance much beyond elementary school therefore tends to delay 
marriage. Shryock and Siegel (1976 : 343) also mentioned that the
ages within which school attendance is compulsory and the facilities 
for higher education affect age at first marriage.
TABLE 2.7
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED BEFORE 
AGE 25 - BY CURRENT AGE AND LEVEL OF EDUCATION
Current Total No Primary Middle High College
Age Schooling School School School or Higher
Total 19.4 17.5 19.5 21.2 21.2 21.9
25-29 years 21.1 19.5 20.7 21.8 21.9 (22.9)
30-34 years 20.5 19.2 20.4 21.3 21.9 (22.5)
35-39 years 19.5 18.5 19.6 20.6 21.2 (22.3)
40-44 years 18.1 17.1 18.3 (19.1) 19.8 (21.2)
45-49 years 16.9 16.2 17.2 * (19.2) (20.2)
Note; ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an 
asterisk (*), to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 218 (Table 1.1.3A).
As shown in Table 2.7, education has a strong association with age 
at first marriage. In every age group, age at first marriage rises as 
educational level rises. Overall, the mean age at first marriage among 
the college-educated was 21.9, as compared to 17.5 for those with no
schooling.
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It is clear in Figure 2.2 that the difference of age at first 
marriage by the level of education (3.3 years in age group 45-49 to 4.0 
years in age group 30-34) is bigger than that by age group (2.7 years in 
college or higher to 3.8 years in middle school). The Figure also shows 
that the mean age at first marriage jumped, as mentioned in 2.2.3, 
during the Korean War. This is illustrated by women currently aged 
35-39 and 40-44. In addition, the difference in age at first marriage 
between the cohorts declines with increasing level of education.
Figure 2.2 Mean Age at First Marriage of those Women who
First Married before Age 25 according to Current 
Age Group - by Level of Education
Age at
First Marriage
24
22 _
20
16
25-29
30-3435-39
40-44
45-49
years
yearsyears
years
years
l I I
No Primary Middle
schooling school school
I I
High College
school or higher
Level of 
Education
Source: Table 2.7 above.
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Differentials by Religion
The religious composition of a society is considered to be of 
importance because religions tend to be institutional embodiments of 
values, and values often influence demographic processes. However, as 
shown in Table 2.8, differences in mean age at first marriage by 
religious affiliation are small. If anything, the Buddhists (19.3 
years) and those with no religion (19.4 years) tend to marry at slightly 
younger ages than the protestants (20.0 years) or Catholics (19.9 
years), though again the differences are substantially reduced among the 
most recent cohort.
TABLE 2.8
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED
BEFORE AGE 25 - BY CURRENT AGE AND RELIGION
Current Age Total None Buddhist Protestant Catholic Other
Total 19.4 19.4 19.3 20.0 19.9 19.2
25-29 years 21.1 21.1 21.2 21.4 (21.9) (22.2)
30-34 years 20.5 20.4 20.5 21.0 (21.5) (20.1)
35-39 years 19.5 19.4 19.6 19.9 (20.2) (19.6)
40-44 years 18.1 17.9 18.2 18.8 (18.1) (18.0)
45-49 years 16.9 16.6 16.9 17.9 (17.8) (16.8)
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on 10-49 cases.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P. , 1977 : T 219 (Table 1.1.3C) .
Lee and Han (1978 : 47), after they analysed the 1976 KIFP Survey
data, asserted that there was some relationship between religion and age 
at first marriage because the mean age at first marriage of Buddhists 
was higher than that of those with no religion and that of Protestant or
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Catholics was higher than that of Buddhists. Some of the religious 
differences, however, probably reflect the level of education and 
urban-rural composition of the different religious groups. As 
Rosenwaike suggested, some of the observed age differentials by religion 
might derive from the association between educational level and age at 
first marriage (Cited in McDonald, 1974 : 215). The level of 
education, which has the strongest association with age at first 
marriage, is lower for Buddhists and those with no religion than for 
Protestants and Catholics as shown in Table 2.9. In respect of place of 
residence also, Buddhists and those with no religion tend to be more 
rural in composition than any of the Christians.
TABLE 2.9
DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO LEVEL
OF EDUCATION AND CURRENT PLACE OF RESIDENCE - BY RELIGION
Total None Buddhist Protestant Catholic Other
Total
Level of Education
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No schooling 21.0 24.1 17.2 12.8 12.1 27.5
Primary school 50.1 51.2 50.0 44.8 46.1 55.0
Middle school 14.8 13.5 18.5 16.8 12.6 6.3
High school 11.0 9.0 11.6 17.3 22.8 10.0
College or higher 3.0
Current Place of Residence
2.2 2.8 8.4 6.3 1.3
City 52.3 49.7 58.3 60.9 64.2 50.0
Town 7.7 6.9 9.7 7.1 7.0 6.3
Village 40.1 45.2 32.0 32.0 28.8 43.7
Note: Converted from distribution table of ever-married
women according to religion - by level of education 
and current place of residence
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 570 and T 577
(Tables 6.1.2 and 6.2.1).
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Differentials by Husband's Occupation
In Korea, occupation is closely linked with education level and a 
woman usually marries a man with the same or higher level of education 
compared with her level. The relationship between wife's and husband's 
education level is very strong with a correlation coefficient of 0.68 
(calculated from Table 6.1.7 on E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 575).
TABLE 2.10
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO FIRST 
MARRIED BEFORE AGE 25 - BY CURRENT AGE AND HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Current Total Never Prof.& Clerical Sales & Agricul. Skilled Un­
skilled
Age Wor ked Manag. Service Manual Manual
Total 19.4 19.8 20.8 20.5 19.9 18.5 19.9 19.1
25-29 years 21.1 22.2 21.9 22.0 21.4 20.4 21.1 20.8
30-34 years 20.5 20.7 21.8 21.4 20.6 19.9 20.9 19.7
35-39 years 19.5 18.7 21.2 20.6 19.8 19.0 19.3 19.4
40-44 years 18.1 * 19.6 (18.4) 18.8 17.4 18.6 17.7
45-49 years 16.9 * 18.4 (18.1) 17.4 16.3 17.1 (16.4)
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*), to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source; E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 219 (Table 1.1.3D).
The mean age at first marriage of those women aged 25-49 who first 
married before age 25 by husband's occupation is shown in Table 2.10. 
Wives married to professional and managerial workers with the highest 
level of education tend to have married later than the others in all age 
groups. Wives of farmers with the lowest level of education, whose age 
at first marriage was 18.5 years on the average, married earliest.
Page 40
These differentials are evident in every age group.
These observations are also affected by type of residence and level 
of education. Table 2.11 shows clearly that the differences of 
proportions of ever-married women according to type of residence and 
level of education among selected occupation of husbands are notable; 
the proportions of professional and managerial and clerical workers in a 
city and in higher education levels are much larger than those of 
agricultural workers.
TABLE 2.11
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL EVER-MARRIED VOMEN ACCORDING 
TO SELECTED OCCUPATION OF HUSBANDS - BY TYPE OF RESIDENCE 
AND LEVEL OF EDUCATION
Professional 
& Managerial
Clerical Agricul- 
tural
Total
Type of Residence
100.0 100.0 100.0
City 71.6 77.7 9.6
Town 7.8 5.1 8.9
Village 20.7 17.2 81.6
Level of Education
No schooling 1.8 5.4 39.7
Primary school 25.7 33.2 54.6
Middle school 20.0 24.4 4.6
High school 35.6 29.0 1.1
College or higher 16.8 8.0 0.1
Note: Converted from the table of per cent distribution of all
ever married women according to type of residence and 
level of education - by husband's occupation.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 571 and T 578
(Tables 6.1.3 and 6.2.2).
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Differentials by Work Status and Duration 
of Work Before First Marriage
The extent to which a country has a subsistence economy or a 
highly-developed market economy and the degree of industrialization 
and urbanization influence the prevalence of unpaid family work, the 
participation of women in the labour force as gainful workers, and the 
occupations pursued by women, which in turn affect their marriage 
patterns (Shryock and Siegel, 1976 : 343).
TABLE 2.12
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO FIRST 
MARRIED BEFORE AGE 25 - BY CURRENT AGE, WORK STATUS,
AND DURATION OF WORK
Current Age
Total 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Total 19.4 21.1 20.5 19.5 18.1 16.9
Work Status Before First Marriage
Did not work 19.0 20.9 20.3 19.4 18.0 16.8
Self-employed 20.9 21.0 (21.4) (21.1) (18.9) (17.9)
Family employee 19.0 20.7 20.2 19.2 17.7 16.4
Other employee 21.0 21.8 21.5 20.9 19.6 18.4
Duration of Work Before First Marriage
Did not work 19.0 20.9 20.3 19.4 18.0 16.8
0-1 year 19.7 20.9 (20.8) (19.4) (17.1) (17.8)
2-3 years 19.5 21.2 20.2 19.6 17.8 16.6
4-5 years 19.9 21.3 20.7 19.4 18.5 17.4
6-7 years 20.5 21.8 21.7 20.2 (18.8) (17.3)
8 years and more 20.9 21.9 21.4 (20.9) (20.5) (17.7)
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on 10-49 cases.
Source: E.P.B.and K.I.F.P.,1977 : T 220 (Tables 1.1.3E and 1.1.3F).
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A higher mean age at first marriage is found generally among 
those who worked before marriage in Table 2.12. However, if the work 
was family related, the mean age at first marriage was 19 years on 
average as low as that for those who did not work. These patterns are 
found in every age group. The mean ages at first marriage of both 
self employed and other employees are around 21 years on average. It 
would be likely that level of education and place of residence 
influence these patterns since the education level of agricultural 
workers who are mostly living in villages and towns is lower than that 
of others as shown in Table 2.13. Smith (1975 : 76), in a Filippino
study, observed that employment by one's own family in a rural 
household activity had little impact on age at first marriage.
TABLE 2.13
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO 
LEVEL OF EDUCATION - BY MOST RECENT OCCUPATION
Recent Occupation
Agricultural Others
Wor kers
Total 100.0 100.0
No schooling 41.0 14.5
Primary school 52.5 50.8
Middle school 5.1 16.2
High school 1.4 13.2
College or higher 0.1 5.3
Note: Converted from table of per cent distribution of all
ever-married women according to most recent occupation 
by level of education.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 576 (Table 6.1.8).
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The duration of work before first marriage also influences 
marriage patterns. The longer the duration of work is, the later the 
first marriage is (see Table 2.12). The duration of work is closely 
related to work status because the duration of work of family employee 
and some of the self-employed, whose work statuses would not be 
stable, may be shorter than those of other employees.
2.3 FERTILITY
2.3.1 Trends in Birth Rate
As observed by Coale, Goldman and Cho (1979 : 1-3) and Kwon,
Lee, Chang and Yu (1975 : 10-14), and as shown in Table 2.14,
fertility in Korea has experienced a remarkable decline in the last 15 
years which coincides with the period of intensive, public and private 
efforts in the promotion of family planning and rapid economic growth. 
The crude birth rate was estimated to have ranged from 40 to 45 per 
thousand before its sharp decline after 1960, though it fell during 
World War II and was reduced again during the Korean War.
Coale, Goldman and Cho (1979 : 3) explained that the absence of
a large difference between overall fertility before 1945 and overall 
fertility in 1960 was the result of opposite trends in marital 
fertility and the proportion married among women of childbearing age. 
The wars, especially the Korean War, directly caused delays in 
marriage through the conscription of young men, changes in 
occupational structure and changes in the reproductive behaviour of 
Korean women (Lapierre - Adamcyk and Burch, 1974 : 260 and Kwon, Lee,
Chang and Yu, 1975 : 11). The age of women at first marriage rose by
three years between 1940 and 1955 (See Table 2.4). However, after the 
Korean War, a baby boom erupted because of reunion of many couples
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separated during the war and a rush of marriages deferred by the War. 
This high birth rate which began in the mid-1950s lasted only until 
about 1960 after which a dramatic decline set in. The crude birth 
rate in 1975 was reduced to nearly half of the level before 1960. 
Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu (1975 : 13-14) attributed this decline to
deliberate fertility control which was widely practiced.
TABLE 2.14
CRUDE BIRTH RATES FROM VARIOUS SOURCES : 1910-1975
(1)
i—1cn6CQ 2(2) Kwon 3(3) Coale (4) 4B.O.C
et al et al
1910-1915 45.3 38
1915-1920 47.5 40
1920-1925 48.0 42 43.6 - 1925
1925-1930 45.9 45 43.4 - 1930
1930-1935 45.5 44 43.2 - 1935
1935-1940 43.3 44 43.5 - 1940
1940-1945 42.1 42 - - 1945
1945-1950 39.2 42 - - 1950
1950-1955 41 40 39.5 - 1955
1955-1960 43 45 42.1 45 1960
1960-1965 37 42 31.9 33 1966
1965-1970 30 32 29.8 32 1970
1970-1975 24 — 22.8 26 1975
1974 25 J -
Note: B.O.S : Bureau of Statistics of Korea
B.O.C : Bureau of the Census of United States
Source: (1) Cited in Koh, 1976 : 26.
(2) Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 12.
(3) Coale, Goldman and Cho, 1979 : 12.
(4) Bureau of the Census, 1978 : 6.
(5) E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 77.
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Furthermore, induced abortion was a wide-spread method of birth 
control. Also a rise in the age at first marriage of women continued to 
contribute to the reduction of fertility at the early reproductive ages 
of 15-24. Donaldson and Nichols (1978; 232) concluded that the reasons
for the changes in nuptiality and fertility in Korea were the 
contribution of important social and economic changes, a large-scale 
government family planning program, and the availability of abortion.
2.3.2 Age-Specific Fertility Rate and Total Fertility Rate
The level and pattern of age specific fertility rates from various 
sources are presented in Table 2.15. Figures 2.3 and 2.4 present the 
pattern of the decline.
Fertility for the age group 15-19 has declined markedly since 1925. 
This is undoubtedly a result of the postponement of marriage of women 
described earlier. The proportion of single women in 1925 was reported 
to be only 28 per cent at ages 15-19 while the corresponding figure in 
1970 was 97 per cent (see Table 2.2). However, what is more important 
is that the level of fertility at age group 25-29 as well as age group 
30-34 has been steadily declining since 1960. The main reproductive 
period is usually between the ages 20-34 years and a decline in 
fertility of women aged 30-34 is clearly due to voluntary control within 
marriage as marriage has been nearly universal in these ages.
The trends in age-specific fertility rates plotted for the period 
1925-1975 in Figure 2.4 show that there has been a rapid decline in the 
fertility rates of all age groups except age groups 25-29. It may 
therefore be concluded that fertility in Korea has declined at every age 
since 1960 and that fertility is becoming more and more concentrated in
a short span of ages.
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TABLE 2.15
AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES FROM VARIOUS SOURCES : 1925-1975
Year
15-19 20-24 25-29
Age
30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 TFR
1925-1930 1 189 324 289 214 153 75 14 6.2
1930-19351 173 321 270 216 155 77 14 6.1
1935-19401 158 323 281 225 161 80 15 6.2
1940-1945 1 128 313 286 228 164 81 15 6.1
1945-19501 96 305 292 234 167 83 15 6.0
1950-19551 45 289 287 233 168 83 15 5.6
1955-19601 38 308 335 270 194 96 18 6.3
1960 2 31 249 338 277 221 124 16 6.3
1966 2 17 187 299 220 137 62 7 4.6
1970 2 9 184 322 225 112 43 7 4.5
1974 3 11 159 276 164 74 29 3 3.6
1975 2 8 177 266 158 74 37 11 3.7
Source: (1) Kwon, Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 16.
(2) U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1978 : 9.
(3) E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 89.
Table 2.16 gives the total fertility of Korean women for the period 
1925-1975. The total fertility before 1945 was estimated to be around 
6.0 and it again reached a high value during the period 1955-1960, 
because of the baby boom. Since then, however, the total fertility has 
declined quite rapidly and stood at about 3.5 in 1975, implying more 
than 40 per cent decline during the last 15 years. This dramatic 
decline in the fertility level of Korean women in a short span of about 
15 years is comparable to the decline experienced by Japanese women soon
after World War II (United Nations, 1975 : 191).
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Figure 2.3 Age-Specific Fertility Rates
(1930-1975)
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Figure 2.4 Age - Specific Fertility Rates (1925-1975)
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TABLE 2.16
TOTAL FERTILITY RATES FROM VARIOUS SOURCES : 1925-1975
(1) B.O.S. ‘ (2) KWON et a l (3) Coale et al3 (4) B.O.C. 4
1925-1930 5.5 6.2 
1930-1935 5.8 6.1 
1935-1940 5.4 6.2 
1940-1945 - 6.1 
1945-1950 - 6.0 
1950-1955 5.2 5.6 
1955-1960 6.0 6.3 
1960-1965 5.4 6.0 
1965-1970 4.4 4.6
1970-1975 3.5°
1974 3.6 J
6.09 - 192
6.09 - 193
6.20 - 193
6.30 - 194
194
195
5.46 - 195
5.98 6.3 196
4.59 4.6 196
4.27 4.5 197
3.14 3.7 197
Note: See Table 2.14 above.
Source: (1) Cited in United Nations, 1975 : 191.
(2) Kwon. Lee, Chang and Yu, 1975 : 12.
(3) Coale, Goldman and Cho, 1979 : 12.
(4) U.S. Department of Commerce, 1978 : 9.
(5) E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 89.
(6) Cited in Koh, 1976 : 27.
Changes since 1925 in the two constituent components of overall 
fertility (the proportion married and marital fertility) are more 
interesting than changes in overall fertility itself. The contribution 
of nuptiality and marital fertility to overall fertility can be 
expressed by three indexes of fertility. These indexes are: I^, an
index of overall fertility; I , an index of marital fertility; and I ,g m
an index of the proportion currently married1
(a) Fertility indexes
1 f « E fj. W ± /  E 
Ig = Z 9i »i / £ Fi «1
In. * ^  Fi M i  / E Fi Wi
where, f^ = Births per woman in i1-“ age interval
gi = Births per married woman in i*-'1 age interval 
Wj » Number of women in it'1 age interval 
M ■ = Number of married women in it'1 age interval 
Fi = Births per woman in ith age interval in the standard 
population (married Hutterites, 1921-1930)
If the number of illegitimate births is negligible If = Im . Iq
(b) Standard schedule of births per woman in each age group
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Births per woman 0.300 0.550 0.502 0.447 0.406 0.222 0.061
(Coale, 1955 : 206 and 209).
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Coale, Goldman and Cho (1979) presented the table of the three 
indexes (see Table 2.17) for the population of Korea at various dates 
from 1925 to 1975 and analysed the values. follows a course almost
parallel to the course of the total fertility rate. If, like the total 
fertility rate (see Table 2.16), showed no pronounced trend prior to 
1960, when a steady fall began.
TABLE 2.17
INDEX OF OVERALL FERTILITY (If), MARITAL FERTILITY (I ) , AND 
PROPORTION MARRIED (Im), 1925 TO 1975
Indexes
Year x g
1925 0.879 0.488 0.556
1930 0.893 0.484 0.538
1935 0.883 0.488 0.540
1940 0.856 0.491 0.544
1955 0.715 0.427 0.598
1960 0.704 0.472 0.670
1966 0.658 0.369 0.561
1970 0.632 0.339 0.536
1975 0.594 0.245 0.412
Note: 1925-1940 : For whole Korean Population
1955-1975 : For the population of the Republic of Korea
Source: Coale, Goldman and Cho, 1979 : 13.
The absence of a large difference between overall fertility in 1925 
and that in 1960 is the result of opposite trends in marital fertility
and the proportion married among women of childbearing age. I was 21y
per cent higher in 1960 than in 1925. I , in contrast, began an
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uninterrupted decline after 1930; in 1960, 1^ was 21 per cent below its 
1930 level, and in 1975 it was one-third below. The almost horizontal 
course of overall fertility until 1960 was thus the consequence of 
almost perfectly counterbalancing opposite trends in proportion married 
and marital fertility; the fall in I f between 1960 and 1975 is the 
consequence of simultaneous declines in both factors.
2.3.3 Effects of Socio-Economic Factors on Fertility
The reasons why fertility differs in developed and developing 
regions have been summarised as follows (United Nations, 1972 :
105-106) and these reasons may be applicable to the Korean population 
changing with rapid economic development and the strong family planning 
program.
1. In an urban industrial society children are less of an economic 
advantage.
2. The proportion of surviving children in industrialized and 
modernized societies is increased and the number of births needed to 
achieve a given family size is lower.
3. The education level of women and their opportunities for employment 
outside of the family circle are much greater in an industrial 
society.
4. In developed societies the influence of rationality is stronger; 
one result of this is that couples are much more likely to realize 
the advantages of a small family.
Studies of fertility differences between specific population 
groups are carried out in order to throw light on the causes of 
reproductive behaviour, to interpret the changes which have taken
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place in the birth rate and as a guide to changes likely to take 
place in the future (Pollard, Yusuf and Pollard, 1974; 86). This
section deals, therefore, with the effects of socio-economic 
characteristics on the mean number of children ever born to all 
ever-married women. In contrast to the discussion of differential 
nuptiality (Section 2.2.4),differentials by pattern of work and most 
recent occupation, instead of work status and duration of work 
before first marriage and by type of place of residence, will be 
analysed because pattern of work of women and place of residence are 
more important influences on fertility. The socio-economic 
differentials in fertility which will be studied, therefore, are as 
follows:
(1) Current place of residence and childhood place of residence
(2) Level of education
(3) Religion
(4) Husband's occupation
(5) Pattern of work and most recent occupation.
This description of the differentials will be limited to the 
mean number of children ever born to all ever-married women of 
reproductive age 15-49. This analysis is presented in tables 
showing socio-economic characteristics and years since first
marriage --  whereas the analysis of age at first marriage is
presented in tables showing socio-economic characteristics by 
current age because marriage duration influences fertility more 
directly. The study of socio-economic differentials in fertility by 
age at first marriage will help in analysing the relationship 
between age at first marriage and fertility based on socio-economic
factors in Chapter III.
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TABLE 2.18
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN, 
BY BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE
Background Standard­ All
Characterist- ized Mean Durat­
ics for All ions
Durations
Year Since First Marriage
0-4 5-9 ].0-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30 +
All Women 3.6 3.6 1.1 2.7 3.7 4.4 5.1 5.5 6.3
(1) Current Place of Residence
Village 3.9 4.3 1.1 2.9 4.1 5.0 5.7 6.2 6.7
Town 3.8 3 o 8 1.2 2.7 4.2 4.3 5.7 (5.7) (6.5)
City 3.2 3.0 1.1 2.6 3.4 3.9 4.4 4.6 5.6
(2) Education
None 4.0 5.3 (1.5)2.9 4.1 5.0 5.6 5.7 6.6
Primary 3.6 3.6 1.2 2.8 3.9 4.5 5.1 5.5 5.8
Middle 3.3 2.2 1.0 2.7 3.2 3.7 4.4 * *
H igh 2.9 2.4 1.0 2.4 3.0 3.4 4.3 (4.4) (4.5)
College or Higher 2.8 2.3 1.2 (2.3) (2.7) (3.1) (4.1) (2.8) *
(3) Religion
None 3.7 3.6 1.1 2.7 3.8 4.5 5.3 5.7 6.5
Buddhist 3.4 3.7 1.1 2.7 3.5 4.2 4.9 5.1 6.0
Protestant 3.4 3.2 1.1 2.6 3.6 4.4 4.7 (5.2) (5.9)
Catholic 3.3 3.2 1.1(2.6) (2.9) (4.2) (4.6) (5.1) (6.5)
Other 3.7 4.2 (1.6) * (3.6) (4.3) (5.8) (5.6) *
(4) Husband's Occupation
Never Worked 3.3 2.3 (0.8) (2.4!) 2.5 (4.3) * * *
Prof, and Manag. 3.1 2.9 1.0 2.6 3.3 3.7 4.5 (4.5) (5.2)
Clerical 3.2 2.8 1.1 2.8 (3.2) 3.9 (4.5) (4.7) (5.5)
Sales & Service 3.3 3.1 1.1 2.6 3.6 3.7 4.8 4.6 5.4
Agricultural 4.2 4.6 1.1 3.0 4.1 5.1 5.8 6.2 6.8
Skilled Manual 3.3 3.0 1.1 2.6 3.5 4.2 4.6 4.9 5.7
Unskilled Manual 3.6 3.8 1.3 2.6 3.8 4.6 5.5 (5.2) (6.0)
(5) Pattern of Work
Current & Before
Marriage 3.7 4.0 1.1 2.7 3.9 4.8 5.4 5.7 6.3
Current Not Before
Marriage 3.7 4.6 1.1 2.8 3.8 4.5 5.5 5.7 6.5
Before/After
Marriage not
current 3.1 2.9 1.2 2.4 3.5 (4.1) (4.0) (3.7) (5.2)
After Marriage
not current 3.6 4.3 (1.7)(2.7)(3.5) (4.4) (4.9) (5.5) (6.1)
Only before /
Marriage 3.3 2.2 1.1 2.7 3.4 3.8■ / (5.0) (4.9) (5.5)
Never 3.4 3.3 1.1 2.8 3.5 4.0*' 4.7 5.3 6.4 )
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Note: (1) The standard population is the weighted national sample of
respondents (ever-married women aged 15-49) by duration 
of marriage.
(2) ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an 
asterisk (*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
(3) When the standardized means were calculated, the asterisk 
(*) cases were considered the same as the mean number of 
children ever born to all women at the same years since first 
marriage
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 253-T 261 (Table 2.2.5).
Differentials by Current Place of Residence and Childhood Place 
of Residence
Generally, there is a substantial difference between rural and 
urban fertility; fertility is higher in rural than in urban 
populations, and is lowest in large urban communities (Spengler, 1952; 
102-103). As shown in Table 2.18, except for the most recently 
married (0-4 years since first marriage), the mean number is 
consistently smallest for the city residents in every marital duration 
group as well as in all durations, followed by the town and the 
village in that order. The differences widen with length of marriage. 
As in the developed world where rural fertility is generally higher 
than urban and it is over 30 per cent higher in some countries (United 
Nations; Cited in Lucas, 1980C: 82), in Korea also, this difference
is very large. The fertility in villages is over 40 per cent higher 
in the simple arithmetic mean for all ever-married women and over 20 
per cent higher in the standardised mean than that in the cities.
Those who grew up in cities, regardless of where they now live, 
have lower fertility than those who grew up in towns and villages as 
shown in Table 2.19. This shows that the mean number of children 
varies little by current place of residence among those who spent 
their childhood in cities. By contrast, among those who grew up in
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towns and villages, fertility is considerably lower for those 
currently living in a city.
TABLE 2.19
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN - 
BY CHILDHOOD PLACE OF RESIDENCE AND CURRENT PLACE OF RESIDENCE
Childhood Place 
of Residence
Standardized 
Mean for Total
Standardized 
Mean for Total 
Total 3.6
City 2.8
Town 3.2
Village 3.7
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P ., 1977
Current Place of Residence
Total City Town Village
3.6 3.0 3.7 4.1
3.6 3.0 3.8 4.3
2.7 2.7 3.0 2.8
3.3 3.0 3.6 3.5
3.8 3.1 3.9 4.5
T 289 (Table 2.2.7M).
Furthermore, the fertility differentials by type of place become 
more obvious when the mean number of children ever born to women who 
spent their childhood in cities and still live in cities at the time of 
the interview is compared with that of women who spent their childhood 
in villages and still live in villages. From Table 2.19, the latter, 
which has a mean of 4.5 children, is two-thirds higher than the former 
whose mean is 2.7 children. In the standardized means for totals, the 
difference of fertility by current place of residence is slightlybigger 
than that by childhood place of residence.
Differentials by Level of Education
Studies of fertility in relation to the education of the husband 
and the wife have generally shown that the higher the grade attained in 
school, the fewer the number of children (United Nations, 1953; 89).
Education certainly affects age at first marriage since higher school
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graduates usually marry at a late age (see 2.2.4). Also, as education 
rises, so does the use of modern contraception (see 3.4.3). Therefore, 
education and fertility, generally, are inversely related, and the 
expectation is that a rise in the educational level of a population in 
the course of social and economic development will contribute to an 
overall decline in fertility. Bogue (1969 : 676) has concluded that
education exhibits a stronger and more consistent relationship to 
fertility than any other variable. However, in some countries women 
with no schooling and secondary education have lower mean births than 
those with primary education. This has been shown by Hull and Hull 
(1976) from Indonesian data and by Pullum (1975 : 168) using data from
the 1968 National Demographic Survey in the Philippines.
In Korea, the mean number of children ever born is inversely 
related to education level within each marriage duration group as shown 
in Table 2.18. The differences are small in the most recently-married 
groups but widen with length of marriage. When the observed and the 
standardized mean numbers of children in all durations are compared, the 
observed mean number of children, 2.2, to the women with middle school 
education is the lowest, while the standardized mean shows an accurate 
inverse relationship. This occurs because most women with middle school 
education are relatively young because the middle schools began after 
World War II in Korea. Because the women with no schooling are 
concentrated in the longer marital durations and the women with middle 
school education or more are concentrated in the shorter marital 
durations, the range of the standardized mean is smaller than that of
the observed mean number of the children.
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TABLE 2.20
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED 
WOMEN - BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND CURRENT PLACE OF RESIDENCE
Level of Education Standardized Current Place of Residence
Mean for Total Total City Town Village
Standardized
Mean for Total - 3.6 3.2 3.6 3.8
Total 3.6 3.6 3.0 3.8 4.3
No Schooling 5.0 5.3 4.4 5.5 5.7
Primary School 3.6 3.6 3.3 3.6 3.9
Middle School 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.6 2.2
High School 2.3 2.4 2.4 (2.0) 2.6
College or Higher 2.4 2.3 2.2 * (2.7)
Note: (1) ( ) refers to figures based on
asterisk (*) to figures based
less than 50 cases and 
on less than 10 cases.
an
(2) When the standardized means were calculated, the asterisk (*) 
was considered as same as the mean number of children ever 
born to all women at same characteristics.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 272 (Table 2.2.7A).
Moreover, in Korea, educational differentials are greater than the 
differentials by current place of residence as can be seen in Table 
2.20. The range of the standardized means by level of education is 2.8 
children, which is bigger by 2.2 children than that by current place of 
residence where the range is only 0.6 children. Even within each 
duration of marriage group (see E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 :
T272-T273), the differences in the mean number of children ever born are 
greater between educational categories than between categories of type
of place of residence.
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Differentials by Religion
Religion is generally a significant explanatory variable. 
Goldscheider (1971 : 272-275) gave three hypotheses of how religion
could influence fertility differentials: (i) the "characteristics"
hypothesis which states that the distinct fertility of religious 
sub-groups merely reflects a matrix of social, demographic, and economic 
attributes that characterize the religious sub-groups, (ii) the 
"particularized theology" hypothesis which states that the impact of 
religion on fertility behaviour and attitudes operates with particular 
church doctrine or religious ideology on birth control, contraceptive 
usage, and norms of family size, and (iii) the "minority group status" 
hypothesis which argued that under certain conditions the insecurities 
of a minority group may depress its fertility below majority group 
levels.
Though in developed countries fertility tends to be high among 
Roman Catholic women (United Nations, 1953 : 89; Day, 1968 : 27;
Spiegelman, 1976 : 272) , this was not evident in Korea. In the Korean
population, the religious differentials in fertility may be explained by 
the characteristics hypothesis. As observed when the differentials of 
age at first marriage were analysed in 2.2.4 above, religious fertility 
differentials also reflect other socio-economic differences between 
members of religious groups. Because Buddhists are concentrated in 
longer marriage durations, the observed mean number of children ever 
born, 3.7, is much higher than those of the Christian religions which 
were 3.2 each. However, after standardization, these differences 
disappear. The standardized mean is higher for women with no religion, 
probably because they are more concentrated in rural areas and are 
characterized by lower educational levels (see Table 2.9). It may, 
therefore, be concluded that religion scarcely influences fertility in
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Korea, as was the case with age at first marriage.
Differentials by Husband1s Occupation
The occupation of husband is perhaps one of the most widely used 
indices of socio-economic status in the study of differential fertility. 
In the developed countries, during the period of fertility decline, 
lower fertility was found to be associated with the professional 
classes, white-collar workers and urban industrial workers, while 
relatively high fertility was observed to be associated with the primary 
industries, particularly agricultural and mining workers (United 
Nations, 1972). For the population of the United States, Spiegelman 
(1976 : 271) observed that women whose husbands were employed on the
farm had the largest families. In Korea also, differentials by 
husband's occupation in Table 2.18 show markedly large numbers of 
children ever born to agricultural workers, clearly reflecting their 
exclusively rural background. The professional and managerial workers, 
on the other hand, show the lowest fertility among the standardized 
means for all marriage durations. This pattern is similar to that in 
Singapore where fertility was observed to be lower among the 
white-collar workers than among blue-collar ones (Chang, 1974 : 72-75). 
It is also interesting that the women whose husbands are not in the 
labour force are less fertile even in standardized mean than those whose 
husbands are in the labour force, because in most such cases the wife 
probably has to work to support the family.
These patterns are shown according to the wife's educational level 
in Table 2.20. Those whose husbands are in agriculture tend to have the 
highest fertility within each educational category, although the 
differences are substantially reduced as the education level increases. 
Within each occupational category, education makes a considerable
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difference. Although similar patterns are found within each 
occupational category, among those whose husbands are in agriculture, 
the difference of mean number of children ever born by education level 
is the biggest: the women with no schooling had an average of 5.7
children as compared to 4.0 for those with primary education and 2.6 for 
those with middle school education.
TABLE 2.21
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN - 
BY EDUCATION LEVEL AND HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION, AND BY TYPE OF PLACE 
OF RESIDENCE AND HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
All Prof.& 
Manag.
Clerical Sales & 
Service
Agricul- 
tural
Skilled
Manual
Unskilled
Manual
Never
Worked
All Women 3.6 2.9 2.8 3.1 4.6 3.0 3.8 2.3
(1) Educational Level
No Schooling 5.3 * (3.6) 4.4 5.7 4.8 5.0 (3.9)
Primary 3.6 3.9 4.0 3.4 4.0 3.1 3.5 (2.8)
Middle 2.2 2.7 2.2 2.2 2.6 2.6 (2.7) (1.8)
High 2.4 2.6 2.2 2.3 (3.4) 2.2 ★ (1.5)
College or 
Higher 
(2) Current
2.3
Place
2.1 (2.2) 
of Residence
(2.4) * (2.8) ★ *
City 3.0 2.7 2.8 3.0 4.1 2.8 3.8 2.4
Town 3.8 (3.8) (2.4) 3.8 4.4 3.4 (4.0) ★
Village 4.3 3.2 3.4 3.2 4.7 3.6 3.7 (2.2)
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an asterisk
(*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 275 and T 287 (Tables 2.2.7C and 
2.2.7K) .
Occupational differences persist also within type of place of 
residence as shown in Table 2.20. Those whose husbands are 
agricultural workers generally have the highest fertility whether
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living in a city, town or village. However, the occupational 
differences are smallest for those residing in cities and largest for 
those residing in villages. This may have resulted from the fact that 
urban residence regardless of occupation tends to be associated with 
lower fertility.
Differentials by Pattern of Work and Most Recent Occupation
There has been a considerable interest in finding the 
relationship between female labour force participation and fertility. 
Although the relationship is most often negative in the industrialized 
countries (Weller, 1968), the fertility level of ever-married women 
employed recently in Korea appeared to be higher than that of women 
who had never worked. The mean number of children ever born to all 
ever-married women was 3.6 while that for all women who had never 
worked after marriage was only 2.8 (standardized mean also is only 
3.3) and for those who had never worked during their lifetime, 3.3 
(see Tables 2.18 and 2.22).
Among the standardized mean numbers of children ever born to all 
ever-married women by patterns of work, the mean numbers to those 
working currently, whether they had worked before marriage or not, 
were the highest, while the mean numbers to those who worked before 
and after marriage but not currently and those who worked only before 
marriage were the lowest. These results are associated with the fact 
that a big proportion of wives were engaged in agricultural work as in 
Japan which still had a traditional rural sector even when it was a 
more developed country (Jaffee and Azumi, 1960). Also, those who were 
not working currently probably stopped work after marriage or after 
the first birth because they were mainly employed outside the house 
and according to Korean custom wives should become good housewives.
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TABLE 2.22
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF AND MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER 
BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO WIFE'S MOST RECENT 
OCCUPATION AND PATTERN OF WORK
Per Cent Mean Standardized
Total 100.0 3.6
Mean
3.6
(1) Wife's Most Recent Occupation 
Never worked
after Marriage 
39.5 2.8 3.3
Prof. & Clerical 2.3 2.0 2.2
Sales & Service 15.8 3.4 3.3
Agricultural 32.8 4.8 4.1
Skilled/Unskilled Manual 9.5 3.3 3.2
(2) Wife's Pattern of Work
Current & Before Marriage 25.9 4.0 3.7
Current But Not Before Marriage 23.4 4.6 3.7
Before and After Marriage but
not current 6.6 2.9 3.1
After Marriage but not Current 4.7 4.3 3.6
Only Before Marriage 17.9 2.2 3.3
Never Worked 21.5 3.3 . 3.4
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 284, T 285, T 573 and T 576
(Tables 2.2.7H, 6.1.5 and 6.1.8), and Table 2.17 above.
Piepmeier and Atkins (1973 : 511) have observed employment becomes
significant in respect of fertility when coupled with related variables 
such as education and socio-economic status. The fertility of Korean 
population also is lowest in the group of professional and clerical 
workers who have a higher educational level and belong to the white 
collar class although the proportion of the group, 2.3 per cent, is very
small (see Table 2.22). The mean number of children ever born to women
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who had never worked was lower because they married husbands who had 
higher educational levels and relatively high income or because they 
could not get a job outside the home in an urban area. Thus their low 
fertility can be explained by the lower fertility of those with higher 
educational levels and those who are living in urban areas.
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CHAPTER III
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY 
3.1 INTRODUCTION
3.1.1 General
Korea presents one of the most striking and best documented 
examples in all the developing world of a country where age at first 
marriage has risen sharply and fertility has fallen sharply.
Between 1930 and I960, however, age at first marriage rose and 
marital fertility increased. The two changes counteracted each other, 
and the total fertility rate in 1960, despite fluctuations caused by 
World War II and the Korean War, was the same as in 1930.
From 1960 to 1975 the birth rate in Korea declined from 42.1 to 
22.8 per thousand (Table 2.14) and the total fertility rate fell from 
6.0 to 3.1 (Table 2.16). The changes in the experience of the Korean 
population contributed to this reduction of nearly 50 per cent in 
fertility within a decade and a half: the proportion currently married
among women 15 to 30 years old declined (Table 2.3) because age at first 
marriage increased, and the rate of childbearing fell among married 
women, especially over 30, because increasing numbers of women practised 
contraception or resorted to induced abortion.
The relationship between fertility and age at first marriage will 
be examined in this Chapter by socio-economic characteristics, according 
to the timing of the first birth and inter-birth intervals, and under 
the national family planning program.
Page 65
Figure 3.1 Trends in Total Fertility by Percentage 
of Women Aged 15-19 Ever Married. 
(1925-1975)
Total fertility
rate
19 60
1935
1955
•1966
<-19 75
Percentage of women aged 15-19 
ever married
To read this figure, begin at the earliest data shown (on the 
right-hand end of the line). The arrow heads show the direction 
of time. Movements from right to left show a decreasing per­
centage of women ever married at ages 15-19, i.e., a rising 
age at marriage; movements from top to bottom show decreases in 
fertility.
Sources: 1) Total fertility rates : (3) in Table 2.16
2) Percentage of women aged 15-19 ever married: 
calculated from Table 2.2
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3.1.2 Trends in Age at First Marriage and Fertility
An examination of trends in Korea reveals that fertility can remain 
high even when women are marrying later. Rising age at first marriage 
has been documented since the early 20th Century in Korea. The increase 
took place well before substantial declines in fertility. In fact, 
fertility rates were still high in the early 1960s (Figure 3.1).
In Korea, the proportion of women ever-married at ages 15-19 had 
declined substantially well before marked declines in total fertility 
began. By 1955 only about 14 per cent of women aged 15-19 were married 
(Table 2.3), yet the total fertility rate was between 5.5 and 6.3 (Table 
2.16) .
Figure 3.1 shows that the proportion married at age 15-19 dropped 
considerably between 1930 and 1955 from about 70 per cent to about 10 
per cent (movement toward the left) while the total fertility rate 
declined only slightly (movement toward the bottom). Between 1960 and 
1975, with age at first marriage already high and contraceptive use 
spreading rapidly, the proportion married at ages 15-19 declined only 
slightly, but the total fertility rate dropped sharply.
3.1.3 General Impact of Age at First Marriage on Fertility
Korea was deeply affected by a foreign military occupation and by 
extensive out-migration of young men. It has implemented a successful 
family planning program, abortion is readily available, and marriage is 
almost universal.
Age at first marriage has increased continuously since 1930, and 
the resultant decrease in the proportion married among potentially 
fertile women has contributed more to the overall drop in fertility 
before 1960 than changes in marital fertility. Until 1960, the effect
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of rising age at first marriage was offset by increasing marital 
fertility, as interbirth intervals were evidently shortened, and little 
voluntary control of fertility was employed. After 1960, the fertility 
of younger married women continued to increase for a while, but the 
downward gradient of marital fertility with age became progressively 
steeper as contraception and abortion became more prevalent (Coale, 
Goldman and Cho, 1979 : 11) .
Changes in age-specific fertility rates between 1960 and 1975 
suggest the declining importance of age at first marriage to fertility 
(Table 3.1).
TABLE 3.1
CONTRIBUTIONS TO DECLINES IN FERTILITY BY WOMEN OF VARIOUS
AGE GROUPS
Year
Total
Fertility
Rate
Decline 
in TFR
% of Decline Attributable to Women Aged:
15-19 ,20-24, 25-29,,30-34,35-39 ,40-49,r All 
Ages
1960-1970 6.3-4.5 1.8 6 18 5 15 31 25 100
1960-1975 6.3-3.7 2.6 4 14 14 23 23 18 100
. 1966-1975 4.6-3.7 0.9 5 5 17 31 32 11 100
1970-1975 4.5-3.7 0.8 1 4 33 39 22 ]_ 100
Source: Calculated from Table 2.15.
Page 68
In the first 10 years of this period, 24 per cent of the decline in 
the total fertility rate occurred among women age 15-24, 20 per cent was 
attributable to women age 25-34, and about 56 per cent to women over 34. 
More recently, as the national family planning program has grown and the 
age at first marriage has risen more slowly as it reached higher levels, 
contributions to the fertility decline are beginning to come much more 
from women 25-34. Of the decline between 1970 and 1975 only about 5 per 
cent was attributable to women aged 15-24, 72 per cent to women age 
25-34, and 23 per cent to women over age 34.
From Table 3.2, however, big differences of total marital fertility 
rates by age at first marriage may be found. The total marital 
fertility rates to the women married before age 17 are around 7 children 
in both the periods (1955-1964 and 1965-1974), while the rates to the 
women married at age 22 or more are around 4.5. This shows how 
potentially important late marriage can be to decline of fertility.
Comparison of the two periods, 1955-1964 and 1965-1974, indicates 
that the fertility rates in the first ten years of marriage increase 
between the two periods, no matter what the level of the age at first 
marriage. However, from duration 10 onwards, there has been a big drop 
(which much more than offsets the rise in lower durations) between the 
two periods. This suggests family planning is not used early in 
marriage but heavily after 10 years of marriage. By age (Table 3.2), 
there is an indication that family planning is used at an earlier age by 
those who marry younger, that is, use of family planning appears to be 
more strongly related to duration of marriage than to age.
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TABLE 3.2
MARITAL FERTILITY RATES BY CURRENT AGE, PERIOD, AND AGE AT 
FIRST MARRIAGE (AGE SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES)
*Period 1955-1964
...... r
*
i 1965-'74
Age at First (
Marriage <17 17-19 20-21 22+ j <17 17-19 20-21 22+
Current Age
15-19 .228 .068 .001 .000 .323 .094 .001 .000
20-24 .329 .345 .235 .081 .333 .381 .325 .120
25-29 .338 .358 .339 .303 .207 .305 .329 .362
30-34 .315 .284 .232 .200 .228 . 198 .206 .233
35-39 .245 .194 .220 .192 .138 .119 .101 .097
40-44 - - - - .071 .047 .025 .053
45-49 - - - - .015 .002 .000 .032
TFR 7.275 6.290 5.635 4.305 6.975 5.730 4.935 4.510
Note: The total fertility rates for the period 1955-1964 exclude the
age specific fertility rates at age groups 40-44 and 45-49, 
because these rates cannot be calculated from the data 
collected in 1974.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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TABLE 3.3
MARITAL FERTILITY RATES. BY MARRIAGE DURATION, PERIOD, AMD 
AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (DURATION SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES)
Period 1955-1964 1965--1974
Age at First 
Marriage <17 17-19 20-21 22+ <17 17-19 20-21 22+
Current Marriage 
Duration
0- 4 .233 .330 .350 .363 .398 .381 .389 .403
5- 9 .326 .353 .344 .294 .323 .314 .306 .273
10-14 .340 .319 .259 .190 .277 .225 .192 .130
15-19 .304 .225 .196 .000 .196 .143 .033 .073
20-24 .260 .198 - .136 .078 .023 .000
25-29 .171 - .062 .008 .000 .000
30-34 - - - - .017 .000 - -
Mole: Because these rates are calculated From the data collected
for women aged 15-49 in 1974, in the case of the period 
1955-1964, rates for women at longer durations cannot be 
obtained.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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3.2 FERTILITY DIFFERENTIALS BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS
In the preceding Chapter, the effects of socio-economic variables 
on age at first marriage and on fertility were considered separately and 
it was shown that both age at first marriage and fertility are 
influenced by socio-economic characteristics.
One of the great difficulties in studying the determinants of age 
at first marriage and fertility lies in ascertaining which 
cause-and-effect relationships exist between age at first marriage, 
fertility, and the various socio-economic factors (Population 
Information Program, 1980 : M-lll). This section takes a simple 
approach to this problem by examining fertility variations according to 
socio-economic characteristics while at the same time controlling for 
age at first marriage.
Traditional demographic transition theory generally suggests that 
fertility reductions occur first among the better-educated, 
higher-status, urban residence women (Hogan, 1978 : 17-18).
Furthermore, the analysis in Chapter II has shown that age at first 
marriage and fertility in Korea were notably changed according to type 
of place of residence and level of education but the variations were not 
remarkable for other variables. For these reasons, the study of 
fertility differentials by age at first marriage will be analysed mainly 
according to type of place of residence and level of education in this
section.
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3.2.1 Childhood Place of Residence and Current Place of Residence
In Chapter II, it was shown that age at first marriage is affected 
by childhood place of residence and fertility varies according to both 
childhood place of residence and current place of residence.
The fertility differentials by place of residence and age at first 
marriage are shown in Table 3.4.
Among the younger age at first marriage categories the fertility 
differences by both current place of residence and childhood place of 
residence are large, but, as age at first marriage increases, the 
differences decrease. That is, place of residence (childhood or 
current) only has an impact on the fertility of those who marry young.
This conclusion can also be drawn from Table 3.5 for those who had 
been married for more than ten years. In the first ten years of 
marriage, however, there are no fertility differences by types of place 
of residence or by age at first marriage. This means that most Korean 
women have 2 or 3 children in the 10 years after first marriage, no 
matter where they grew up or where they are living now.
When the impacts on fertility of age at first marriage and type of 
place of residence are compared with each other, the effects appear to 
be quite similar. At the longest durations (20 or more years) since 
first marriage, the range of differences of mean numbers of children 
ever born by age at first marriage is between 1.6 and 0.6 children, 
while that by type of place of residence is between 1.5 and 0.5 
children. However, when age at first marriage and type of place of 
residence affect fertility together, the differences of mean number of 
children ever born become much bigger: the maximum'difference by age at
first marriage and current place of residence is 2.3 children and that
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TABLE 3.4
MEAIJ NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER HORN TO EVER-MARRIED WOMEN 
AGED 40-49 - BY CURRENT PLACE AND CHILDHOOD PLACE OF 
RESIDENCE AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
Character istics Age at First Marriage
< 18 18-19 20-21 22+ Total
Mean
N
Total Mean 6.0 5.3 4.5 3.7 5.4 -
N 030 375 189 150 - 1544
(1) Current Place of Residence
City 5.0 4.8 4.2 3.5 4.6 676
Town 6.4 (4.9) * (4.2) 5.7 120
Village
(2) Childhood Place of Residence
6.6
(1)
5.3 4.9 (4.1) 6.1 748
City 4.7 4.5 (4.3) (3.3) 4.3 216
Town 5.3 (4.8) (4.7) (3.7) 4.8 125
Village C. 2 5.5 4.6 3.9 5.7 1200
Note: (I) 3-not-stated respondents are excluded
(2) ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*), to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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TABLE 3.5
MEAN HUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER- IARRIED WOMEN - 
BY CURRENT PLACE AND CHILDHOOD PLACE OF RESIDENCE, AGE AT 
FIRST MARRIAGE, AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at First Current Place of Childhood Place of 
Residence
Total
Marriage and Residence
Years Since 
First Marriage
City Town Vi1läge City Town Village Mean N
(1) Years Since 
Marriage: < 5
Total 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1 1197
<20 1.0 (1.1) 1.2 (0.8) (1.0) 1.2 1.1 214
20-21 1.0 (1.2) 1.1 1.0 (1.1) 1.0 1.0 265
22+ 1.1 (1.3) 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.1 713
(2) Years 
Marriage 
Total
Since
: 5-9
2.6 2.7 2.9 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.7 1020
<20 2.5 (2.6) 2.8 (2.4) (2.7) 2.7 2.6 220
20-21 2.6 (2.5) 3.0 2.6 (2.5) 2.3 2.7 294
22 + 2.7 (3.2) 2.8 2.6 (2.8) 2.8 2.7 506
(3) Years 
Marriage 
Total
Since
: 10-19
3.6 4.2 4.5 3.3 3.7 4.3 4.1 1622
<10 4.0 (4.2) 4.8 (3.7) (4.0) 4.5 4.5 17 2
18-19 3.8 (4.4) 4.3 (3.3) (4.1) 4.5 4.3 458
20-21 3.7 (4.3) 4.5 4.4 (3.8) 4.3 4.1 546
22+ 3.3 (3.9) 4.1 3.1 (3.2) 3.8 3.6 444
(4) Years 
Mar riage 
Total
Since 
: 20 +
4.8 5.9 6.2 4.6 5.1 5.0 5.6 1501
<18 5.0 6.3 6.5 4.8 5.3 6.1 5.9 945
18-19 4.8 (5.3) 5.3 4.5 (4.9) 5.5 5.3 445
20 + 4.2 * 4.9 4.2 (4.7) 4.5 4.4 193
Note: (i) 7-not-stated respondents are excluded.
(2) ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
Page 75
by age at first marriage and childhood place of residence is 1.9 
children. Thus both age at first marriage and place of residence have 
separate effects on fertility, but the impact of place of residence is 
largely confined to those who marry young.
These results could be interpreted as follows. At one extreme, 
women living in villages who married at a young age were subject to a 
long reproductive period, and during most of this period, they had 
little access to contraception as the family planning program would have 
reached them at a much later stage than women in urban areas. The rural 
women who married at later ages had a shorter reproductive period and 
perhaps, because of characteristics related to late age at first 
marriage such as education, they may have been among the early acceptors 
of family planning in the villages. Thus residential differences in 
fertility could have been quite small for late marriages. At the other 
extreme, the low fertility of urban women who married late reflects both 
their shorter reproductive period and their earlier date of acceptance 
of family planning. For all groups, however, fertility in the first ten 
years of marriage, even in the period of widespread usage of family 
planning, does not differ. This suggests strongly that, at least in the 
early years of the family planning program, acceptance occurred mainly 
after women had given birth to two or three children, although some 
small differences in the first 10 years of marriage are evident.
3.2.2 Level of Education
Education is often seen as a force capable of generating the 
potential for opening up new life opportunities for women. In this way 
it is expected to have an impact on fertility and age at first marriage
(Timur, 1977 : 463).
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In Table 3.6, it is evident that the fertility of Korean women has 
had an inverse relationship with age at first marriage as well as with 
education. In Chapter II, it was shown that age at first marriage has 
had a positive association with education and age at first marriage and 
education have influenced each other.
TABLE 3.0
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO EVER-MARRIED VJOMEN AGED 
40-49 - BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION AMD AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
Level of Education Age at First Marriage
<18 18-19 20-21 22+ Total
Mean
N
Total N 830 375 189 150 - 1544
Mean 6.0 5.3 4.5 3.7 5.4 -
No Schooling 6.3 5.4 (4.8) (4.3) 6.0 663
Primary School 5.7 5.4 4.5 4.0 5.3 682
Middle School (4-6) (4.8) (4.6) (3.6) 4.5 119
High School or Higher (3.7) (3.3) * (3.0) 3.2 80
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
The number of children ever born per female falls by 2.8 children 
as the level of education increases from no schooling to high school or 
higher, by 2.3 children as age at first marriage rises from less than 18 
years to 22 or more, and 3.3 children as both the level of education and
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the age at first marriage increase together.
Mean number of children ever born to ever-married women is 
cross-tabulated by level of education, age at first marriage, and years 
since first marriage in Table 3.7.
Differences of fertility by age at first marriage and levels of 
education are negligible for women in the first 5 years after their 
marriage. Following 5 years of marriage, however, some differences of 
mean number of children ever born by level of education start to appear, 
while there are no notable differences by age at first marriage (Tables 
3.5 and 3.7) or types of place of residence (Table 3.7) among women in 
the range, 5-9 years since first marriage. It may be concluded 
therefore that education is the stronger of those variables influencing 
Korean fertility.
For those married 20 years or more, the range of differences of 
mean numbers of children ever born by level of education is between 2.5 
(when age at first marriage is less than 18 years) and 1.1 children 
(when age at first marriage is 20 or more years), which is bigger than 
the equivalent levels by types of place of residence (between 1.5 and 
0.5 children) and by age at first marriage (between 1.6 and 0.6
children).
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TABLE 3.7
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN - 
BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE, AND YEARS 
SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at First 
Marriage and 
Years Since 
First Marriage
Level of Education Total
No
Schooling
High
Primary Middle or
School
Higher Mean N
(1) Years 
Marriage : 
Total
S ince 
< 5
(1.5) 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.1 1195
<20 (1.3) 1.2 (0.9) (0.9) 1.1 214
20-21 * 1.1 1.1 (0 • B) 1.0 . 265
22+ (1.6) 1.2 1.0 1.1 1.1 718
(2) Years 
Marriage : 
Total
Since 
; 5-9
2.9 2.8 2.7 2.4 2.7 1028
<20 (2.9) 2.7 (2.6) (1.7) 2.6 220
20-21 (2.9) 2.9 2.5 (2.4) 2.7 294
22 + (3.1) 2.8 2.3 2.5 2.7 506
(3) Years 
Marriage : 
Total
Since 
10-19
4. G 4.2 3.5 3.0 4.1 1622
<18 4.8 4.4 (3.1) * 4.4 172
18-19 4.9 4.3 (3.7) (2.9) 4.3 460
20-21 4.4 4.3 3.5 (3.1) 4.1 546
22 + 4.2 3.7 3.3 3.0 3.6 444
(4) Years 
Mar riage 
Total
Since 
: 20 +
6.0 5.4 4.6 3.6 5.6 1503
<18 6.2 5.6 (4.0) (3.7) 5.9 94 5
18-19 5.6 5.4 (4.6) (3.5) 5.3 445
20 + (4.9) 4.4 (4.4) (3.8) 4.4 193
Note: ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*) to rigures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey
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The relationship of fertility and education also depends strongly 
on the age at first marriage. The relationship is sharply negative at 
the youngest ages at first marriage, but becomes less negative with 
increasing age at first marriage. Furthermore, although Timur (1977 : 
466-478) asserted that the educational threshold of fertility decline in 
the Far East seems to occur at a relatively high level of education with 
a rather small range of fertility differentials between the lowest and 
highest educational groups, the fertility differentials by level of 
education in Korea are large in comparison with those by other 
socio-economic characteristics (See 3.2.1 and 3.2.3).
3.2.3 Other Characteristics
In Sections 3.2.1 and 3.2.2 above, the fertility differentials by 
age at first marriage with types of place of residence and level of 
education were analysed independently.
As mentioned at the head of Section 3.2, the impacts on fertility 
and age at first marriage of socio-economic factors other than place of 
residence and education are not very important. Despite this, it is 
worth giving some attention to the fertility differentials shown by a 
few of these factors, specifically, religion, husband's occupation and 
pattern of work of the woman.
Table 3.8 shows the mean number of children ever born to 
ever-married women aged 40-49 by age at first marriage and selected 
socio-economic factors; religion, husband's occupation and pattern of 
wor k.
Many demographers (Freedman, 1962; Goldscheider, 1971; Chamie, 
1977) have asserted that religion is a significant explanatory variable 
for fertility differentials. In Korea, however, regular fertility
Page 80
differentials by religion can be found only for the younger age at first 
marriage groups; less than 18 years and 18 to 19 years. For these 
groups, the mean numbers of children ever born to women who have no 
religion are highest.
TABLE 3.8
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER 001« TO EVER-MARRIED WOMEN 
AGED 40-49 - BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS 
(RELIGION, HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION AND PATTERN OF WORK)
Characteristics Age at First Marriage
< 18 18-19 20-21 22+ Total N
Mean
Total N 83 0 375 189 150 - 1544
Mean 6.0 5.3 4.5 3.7 5.4 -
(1) Religion
None 6.2 5.5 4.4 3.7 5.6 833
Buddhist 5.6 5.1 4.5 (3.8) 5.2 426
Christian 5.9 4.9 (4.9) (3.5) 5.1 203
Other (5.8) (5.5) * * (5.3) 32
(2) Husband's Occupation (1)
Never worked 
Prof., manag., and
* * * 9
clerical 5.0 4.7 (4.4) 3.3 4.5 229
Sales & Service 5.2 4.7 (4.0) (3.5) 4.6 212
Agricultural 6.6 5.9 5.1 (4.5) 6.2 731
Manual 5.3 5.1 4.2 (3.6) 4.9 360
(3) Pattern of Nor k
Current & Before Marriage G.2 5.4 (4.7) (3.9) 5.7 417
Current but not Before 
Mar r iago
Before & After or after
6.2 5.3 4.9 (3.8) 5.7 552
Marriage but not current 5.4 (4.8) (4.0) (3.2) 4.8 198
Only Before Marriage (5.0) (5.2) (5.1) (3.7) 4.7 91
Never 5.8 5.4 (4.0) (3.9) 5.1 286
Note: (1) 3-not-stated respondents are exluded•
(2) ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an
asterisk (*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey
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These patterns can be explained by the tendency for women to give 
birth until they have at least one or two sons, a result of the 
influence of Confucianism. Women belonging to older age at first 
marriage groups, however, generally have a higher level of education and 
live in cities (See 2.2). The impact of Confucianism on these women has 
therefore decreased very much even for those women who have no religion.
The fertility differentials by husband's occupation and pattern of 
work of women are more obvious than those by religion. The fertility of 
women whose husbands are farmers is the highest followed by that of 
women whose husbands are manual workers in all the age at first marrige 
groups. The mean numbers of children ever born to women whose husbands 
are professional, managerial or clerical workers are the smallest.
These differentials derive from the differences of level of education 
and type of place of residence, especially level of education for 
younger age at first marriage groups and type of place of residence for 
older age at first marriage groups (See 2.2.4 and 2.3.3).
By the pattern of work of women, the fertility of women who are 
still working currently whether they worked before marriage or not is 
the highest for all age at first marriage groups, and that of the women 
who worked before or after marriage but not currently is the lowest.
Most women who are working currently are living in rural areas and 
employed in agriculture (See 2.2.4 and 2.3.3).
In Korean society influenced by Confucianism a woman's dream is to 
become a good wife and mother, thus she usually gives up her job, 
especially jobs outside the home, after marriage or the first birth if 
her husband's income is sufficient. However, most women working in 
agriculture generally work continuously at home because most Korean 
farmers cultivate their own land. Thus work force participation of
Page 82
women also reflects their place of residence and their education, the 
two most basic determinants of fertility.
3.3 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND BIRTH INTERVALS
3.3.1 Introduction: Age at First Marriage, Birth Intervals, and
Population Growth
Age at first marriage and birth intervals are important factors in 
population growth. Marriage usually represents the socially sanctioned 
initiation of sexual activity and childbearing for women. For men, in 
addition to assuring convenient access to sexual relations, marriage 
constitutes a commitment to support to children born (Goode, Cited in 
Population Information Program, 1979 : M-107). In addition, the timing
of births in general, and of first births in particular, and the effects 
and implications of such timing is a major force affecting completed 
family size and population growth (Ruzicka, 1976 : 527). Thus, it is
not surprising to find that, on a worldwide basis, early marriage and 
short birth intervals have been associated with high fertility and late 
marriage and long birth intervals with low fertility.
Arithmetically, it is easy to demonstrate that, other things being 
equal, a family in which all women marry at age 15 and produce daughters 
every five years until age 40 will have more than five times as many 
female members after a period of 80 years as a family in which all women 
marry at age 25 and also produce daughters every five years until age 40 
(See A of Figure 3.2), and a family in which all women marry at age 20 
and produce daughters every four years until age 40 will have more than 
three times as many female members after a period of 80 years as a 
family in which all women marry also at age 20 and produce daughters 
every six years until age 40 (B of Figure 3.2).
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If a woman gives birth to her daughters at 5-year intervals after 
marriage until age 40, her total female descendants after 80 years 
(assuming the length of every female's life is between 60 and 70) would 
be 66 when age at first marriage is 15, 24 when 20, and 13 when 25 (A of 
Figure 3.2). And, if a woman marries at age 20, her female decendants 
in 80 years would be 40 if she gives birth to daughters at 4-year 
intervals after marriage until age 40, 24 when the interval is 5 years, 
and 13 when the interval is 6 years (B of Figure 3.2).
These substantial differences occur because the number of children 
which a woman can produce and the number of generations which can be 
produced in 80 years decreased when age at first marriage or the length 
of birth intervals increased.
Moreover, even if women have the same number of births during their 
life and marry at the same age those who have the shorter birth 
intervals will have more descendants over a fixed period of time. If 
every female marries at the same age and has 2 daughters in her life and 
the length of the life span is 60 years, the female population will 
change according to the length of the birth interval as in Table 3.9.
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TABLE 3.9
MODEL OF FEMALE POPULATION GROWTH UNDER VARYING REGIMES 
OF BIRTH INTERVALS AND AGES AT FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at
First
Marriage
Length 
of Birth 
Interval.
Years Since the First Female Born
40 80 110 130 150
Size of Female Population
6 3 13 25 52 101
15
8 3 10 22 29 55
4 3 6 12 23 29
25
6 3 6 11 14 24
As mentioned above, it is very clear that in theory, age at first
marriage and the length of birth intervals influence population growth 
directly. However, for a number of reasons, the impact of later 
marriage and longer birth intervals on fertility may in fact never reach 
the limits that these hypothetical schemes suggest. These reasons 
include : the deliberate use of contraception and abortion to control
fertility; the possibility of more sexual activity and pregnancy 
outside of marriage as the age of marriage rises, a factor which varies 
in different cultures; and socio-economic conditions that influence 
fertility differently at various ages, both within and outside marriage. 
In other words, age at first marriage and the length of birth intervals 
may not be independent of each other as assumed in the models examined 
above.
The relationship between age at first marriage and birth intervals 
and the extent to which this relationship influences Korean fertility 
will be examined in this section. The effects of contraception and
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abortion on this relationship will be analysed in Section 3.4.
3.3.2 Age at First Marriage and the Timing of the First Birth
The timing of births is assuming ever-increasing importance in the 
analysis of fertility as mentioned in section 3.3.1 above. The spacing 
pattern and changes that have taken place are not only of significance 
for the analysis and the evaluation of period changes in fertility from 
one year to the next, but also give us an insight into the ultimate 
average family size of cohorts (Moors, 1974 : 85).
Moreover, whether women have their children when they are young or 
whether they delay births, whether the period of childbearing is 
concentrated or extended, whether it is completed in one or more than 
one phase will have different implications for future population growth, 
even if these differences in the way in which families are built up 
result, in total and for each woman, in the same number of children 
(U.N., 1976 : 66).
The general pattern of timing of the first nuptial confinement by 
duration of marriage is rather uniform in all countries for which data 
can be analysed (Prioux-Marchal, 1974 : Cited in Ruzicka, 1976 : 529)
and has been almost constant over time. In Korea, although the pattern 
is not as salient as those of Western countries, the proportion of 
brides bearing their first child increases with marriage duration and 
reaches a peak between the third and sixth months, to decline to a 
minimum, and then ascend again to a second peak between the tenth and 
twelfth months , descending slowly but consistently thereafter (Figure
3.3) .
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Figure 3.3 Distribution of Women Who Have Passed 5 or More
Years since First Marriage according to the Interval 
between First Marriage and First Birth - by Age at 
First Marriage and Marriage Duration (in single month)
(per cent)
Age at first marriage:10.0.
< 18 years
18-19
20-21
7.0.
6 .0.
5.0_
1.0_
.x /
24 26 28 30 32
(months)
Source: The 1974 Korean Fertility Survey
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This pattern is modified by a single demographic determinant, that 
is, the age at first marriage (Ruzicka, 1976 : 529). In Korea, with
increasing age at first marriage from the lowest age group (less than 18 
years), the height of the early peak is increased, which is the reverse 
of the pattern in Western countries. The early peak ranges from 0.4 per 
cent (less than 18 years) to 2.1 per cent (22 or more years).
The second peak of the distribution of married women by marriage 
duration at the time of their first nuptial confinement ranges from 2.9 
per cent for those married under 18 years to 9.7 per cent for those 
married at 22 or more years. A higher second peak for those marrying 
later is also evident in Western countries.
Although an early peak has been observed, the proportions are not 
significant. On the other hand, the second peak is very high and sharp 
except for the youngest age at first marriage group. This means that in 
Korea, pre-marital pregnancies are very infrequent in all groups of age 
at first marriage. This indicates a culture of aesthetic sentiment 
still influenced by Confucianism although Korean society has been 
westernized since the Korean War.
An alternative approach to the study of completed fertility and 
differences by age at first marriage is to begin analytically with the 
start of reproduction: that is, the first birth. As most women do have
at least one child, it would seem that the timing of the first birth, 
rather than having a first birth per se, is more relevant (Presser, 1971 
: 333). Accordingly, the first step will be to examine differences in
months since first marriage at first birth by age at first marriage and 
years since first marriage.
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The distribution of women by the length of the first birth 
interval, age at first marriage, and years since first marriage is shown 
in Table 3.10.
In general, the distribution is concentrated between 12 months and 
17 months through all groups of years since first marriage except the 
oldest age at first marriage group, 22 or more years. However, the 
degree of this concentration becomes stronger and stronger and the 
center of the concentration moves to shorter interval groups when the 
age at first marriage increases.
For example, in the distribution of first birth intervals for total 
women who had passed five or more years since first marriage, the case 
of the oldest age at first marriage group, 22 or more years, shows that 
the distribution is most concentrated (31.1 per cent in first birth 
interval between 8 months and 11 months) and the mode belongs to the 
shortest interval group (3 months to 11 months) compared to other age at 
first marriage groups. In contrast, the case of the youngest age at 
first marriage group, less than 18 years, is diametrically opposed to 
that of the oldest age at first marriage group. This phenomena can be 
found in all of the groups of years since first marriage.
This means that women who marry at older ages have their first 
birth quicker. They could, therefore, catch up to the fertility of 
those who marry at younger ages if this phenomenon continued for second
or further birth intervals.
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TABLE 3.10
DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN WHO HAVE PASSED FIVE OR MORE YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE ACCORDING 
TO THE INTERVAL BETWEEN FIRST MARRIAGE AND FIRST BIRTH - BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 
AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at First Marriage First Birth Interval (months)
and Years Since _ __ -----
First Marriage Negative 0-7 8-11 12-17 18-23 24-35 36-47 48 + No N
Child
(1) Years since first
marriage : Total
Total 1.2 4.3 17.5 23.3 14.6 16.4 8.0 13.2 1.4 4233
<18 0.9 1.0 6.7 14.3 11.8 23.9 13.2 26.7 1.5 1165
18-19 0.7 3.2 14.2 25.0 17.0 18.6 8.3 11.2 1.3 1085
20-21 1.3 5.1 20.7 29.0 17.2 12.6 5.7 7.3 1.1 985
22 + 2.2 8.6 31.1 26.2 12.9 9.0 3.1 5.3 1.6 998
(2) Years since first
Mar riage: 5-9
Total 10.7 28.3 26.8 14 . 1 11.1 4.3 3.5 1.4 1028
<20 7.5 14.5 29.4 18.0 17.5 7.5 3.9 1.8 228
20-21 9.5 26.5 28.6 13.6 12.9 4.4 3.1 1.4 294
22 + 12.7 35.6 24.5 12.6 7.1 2.8 3.6 1.2 506
(3) Years since first
mar riage: 10-14
Total 6.7 21.1 29.5 15.2 13.4 5.7 6.6 1.7 814
<20 5.9 16.5 26.7 13.4 19.9 7.6 8.5 1.3 236
20-21 5.3 20.4 29.6 19.0 12.7 5.3 6.7 1.1 284
22+ 8.8 25.5 31.6 12.9 8.8 4.4 5.1 2.7 294
(4) Years since first
Marriage: 15-19
Total 4.6 17.7 27.0 16.3 15.7 6.6 10.9 1.2 808
<18 2.7 8.1 22.5 12.6 20.7 10.8 20.7 1.8 111
19-20 2.8 13.3 27.0 18. 2 18.2 8.4 10.9 1.1 285
21-22 5.4 18.3 32.4 18.7 11.1 5.3 7.6 1.1 262
22 + 8.0 32.0 20.7 11.3 15.3 2.0 9.3 1.3 150
(5) Years since first
Marriage: 20 +
Total 2.1 8.8 15.9 13.8 21.7 12.3 23.9 1.3 1583
<18 0.9 5.7 11.9 12.2 24.8 13.7 29.2 1.7 945
19-20 2.9 13.3 21.1 15.3 18.9 11.2 16.4 1.1 445
20 + 6.2 14.0 22.3 18.7 13.5 7.3 15.5 0.5 193
Soucce: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey
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However, as shown in Table 3.11, which is restricted to women who 
have passed 4 years since first marriage or the preceding birth,^ the 
difference in the length of the birth intervals among different first 
marriage age groups decreases after the second birth; between the first 
marriage age groups less than 18 years and 22 or more years, the 
difference of the cumulated percentages at 30 months is 39 percentage 
points for the first birth interval while, for successively higher birth 
intervals, this difference becomes smaller until there is no difference 
for the fourth birth interval.
The average (mean) number of months between first marriage and 
first birth varies between a low of 18 months and a high of 39 months 
(Table 3.12) according to age at first marriage.
..If all ever-married women are included some will have only recently married or 
recently had a birth of the given order. For analytical pruposes, it is 
therefore better to restrict the tabulation to women who elxperienced marriage 
or the birth of the given order at least four years ago. The cumulative per 
cent having a birth within four years is 80 per cent or more.
J.In discussing the interval between marriage and first birth, it should also be 
noted that births occurring before marriage would have negative intervals 
(Whelston, Campbell and Patterson, 1966 : 322). The calculation here has
been restricted to births occurring after marriage. Hence, if the negative 
intervals were included, the mean number of months from marriage to first 
birth would be slightly lower than the 26 months now shown. However, only 1.2 
per cent (Table 3.10) of the wives with births reported that their first birth 
occurred before marriage. Therefore the influence of negative intervals to 
the total average will be negligible.
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CUMULATIVE PER CENT HAVING A BIRTH BY SELECTED TIMES 
SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE OR THE PRECEDING BIRTH FOR FIRST, 
SECOND, THIRD, AND FOURTH BIRTH INTERVALS BY AGE AT FIRST 
MARRIAGE (ONLY WOMEN WHO HAVE PASSED 4 YEARS SINCE FIRST 
MARRIAGE OR PRECEDING BIRTH)
Age at First 
Marriage
Months Since First Marriage or Preceding Birth
12 18 24 30 36 42 48 N
(1) First Birth
Total 23.9 47.3 62.0 71.2 78.1 82.3 85.9 4469
<18 8.5 23.0 34.9 47.2 58.9 65.0 72.0 1175
18-19 18.7 43.6 60.6 72.2 79.1 84.6 87.7 1116
20-21 27.4 56.7 73.6 81.1 86.1 89.4 91.8 1035
22+ 41.7 57.6 80.9 85.9 89.6 91.3 93.1 1143
(2) Second Birth
Total 1.1 8.6 28.0 49.5 67.2 78.5 84.5 4113
<18 1.1 5.8 19.7 38.0 56.3 70.7 79.7 1142
18-19 1.0 7.7 26.9 48.1 65.6 78.1 83.9 1060
20-21 0.7 7.5 30.4 54.4 73.5 83.6 87.4 944
22+ 1.7 14.0 36.6 59.9 75.5 83.2 88.0 967
(3) Third Birth
Total 1.1 5.0 18.3 42.4 62.4 75.7 83.4 3510
< 18 1.4 5.3 16.6 37.1 56.8 71.5 81.4 1085
18-19 1.2 4.7 17.7 42.4 46.2 68.6 76.6 946
20-21 0.5 3.8 18.6 47.1 67.9 79.6 85.3 778
22+ 1.1 6.2 21.2 45.3 62,4 74,0 80.0 701
(4) Fourth Birth
Total 1.1 5.3 15.2 36.4 55.7 68.5 75.3 2841
< 18 1.3 5.3 15.0 34.7 57.6 74.0 81.1 1006
18-19 1.2 5.7 15.6 37.7 57.9 70.0 67.7 815
20-21 0.8 4.6 15.3 37.5 55.5 66.3 72.8 600
22 + 1.0 5.8 14.6 36.3 47.3 55.4 62.1 420
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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These averages may be somewhat deceptive, however, as it should be 
realized that they relate to highly skewed distributions. For example, 
the mean number of months in the first birth interval is 26 for all 
women who have passed 4 years since first marriage, while more than 60 
per cent of the women with a first birth had it before they had been 
married 26 months. In fact, 50 per cent of them had a first birth 
within 19 months after marriage (this is the median value for the first 
birth interval). The most frequently reported interval (i.e., the mode) 
is even lower at 10 months. The relationship between these values and 
the distribution of first birth intervals can be seen more clearly in 
Figure 3.4.
The reason that the mean value is so high is, of course, that some 
couples had their first birth long after first marriage. The proportion 
of couples who had their first birth after 4 years of marriage is 13.2 
per cent (Table 3.10).
It is important to note from Tables 3.10 and 3.12 that for all 
birth intervals when controlled for age at first marriage, the length of 
the interval has been getting progressively shorter over time, that is, 
the intervals are shorter for the more recent marriage cohorts. In 
fact, the influence of years since first marriage is more distinct than 
that of age at first marriage (Table 3.12). The apparent relationship 
between age at first marriage and the length of the birth interval from 
the second interval onwards based on the data for women of all marriage 
durations disappears within individual marriage duration groups. The 
apparent relationship is therefore due to the varying composition by 
marriage duration of the different age at first marriage groups.
TABLE 3.12
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MEAN LENGTH OF BIRTH INTERVAL SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE OR THE
PRECEDING BIRTH BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND YEARS SINCE FIRST
MARRIAGE (ONLY WOMEN WHO HAVE PASSED 4 YEARS SINCE FIRST
thMARRIAGE OR PRECEDING BIRTH AND HAVE HAD n BIRTH)
Age at First 
Marriage
Years Since First Marriage
4-9 10-14 15-19 20+ Total
Mean
N .
(1) First Birth
Total 17.3 21.5 24.6 37.1 26.5 4345
<18 22.0 29.4 31.0 41.2 39.0 1148
18-19 19.8 21.4 25.0 30.2 25.5 1093
20-21 17.5 22.5 22.8 34.2 22.5 1009
22 + 15.9 19.1 22.1 (24.3) 17.9 1095
(2) Second Birth
Total 26.8 31.1 32.1 38.1 33.0 3973
<18 (26.8) (32.4) 32.8 38.4 37.1 1114
18-19 26.6 31.4 31.3 36.7 33.2 1029
20-21 27.4 31.0 33.0 39.6 31.8 913
22 + 26.0 30.7 31.3 (40.3) 28.9 917
(3) Third :Birth
Total 28.8 32.2 33.4 36.3 33.8 3305
<18 (27.5) 34.8 34.3 37.1 36.5 1045
18-19 31.2 30.7 32.8 35.4 33.5 904
20-21 28.5 31.5 33.2 34.5 32.1 730
22 + 28.4 33.3 34.3 (33.8) 31.8 626
(4) Fourth Birth
Total 27.6 32.1 35.6 35.4 34.6 2455
< 18 * (31.8) 37.4 36.0 35.9 944
18-19 * 32.6 35.2 33.8 34.0 712
20-21 (32.6) 32.8 33.9 34.8 33.6 500
22 + (25.4) 30.9 38.2 (41.3) 33.7 299
Note: (1) Negative intervals are not included for first births.
(2) ( ) refers to :figures based on less than üi0 cases and an asterisk
(*) to figures based on less than 10 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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Figure 3.4 Distribution of women who have passed 5 or more years 
since first marriage according to the interval between 
first marriage and first birth - by marriage duration 
(in single month)
(Per cent)
Median(19) Mean(26)Mode(10)
6.0 -
5.0 _
4.0 _
2.0 _
Marriage Duration 
(in single month)
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey
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Age at first marriage, therefore, appears only to have influenced 
the first birth interval and not subsequent intervals. The reasons for 
this may be summarized as follows:
(i) The proportion of women who married before menarche, which is 
generally defined as around age 15 (Lucas, 1980C : 65), is 6.4
per cent for total women ever-married and 28.8 per cent for the 
women who married before 18 years.
(ii) The proportions having had a subsequent birth within four years 
from the previous birth remain about the same for all intervals 
among women who married at young ages while these proportions 
decrease with birth order for women married at older ages (Table 
3.11). This suggests that those marrying later exercise control 
over their fertility at lower birth orders but that for the 
second, third and fourth intervals those marrying later who do 
have a birth within four years have relatively "natural" 
fertility.
(iii) The proportions of confinements after 4 years since first marrage 
or preceding birth increase with birth order for older age at 
first marriage groups. The reverse is true for younger groups 
(Table 3.13). This again perhaps reflects the impact of fertility 
control within marriage.
As mentioned above, the pattern of timing of first birth and mean 
length of first birth interval with age at first marriage, and the 
relationship between timing of birth up to fourth birth and age at first 
marriage were analysed in this section. Although age at first marriage 
is the most important factor to the timing of births, the timing may
.The proportions are calculated from Tables 1.1.1 and 1.1.2 of the 1974 Korean 
National Fertility Survey, First Report (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : T 213 - 
T 217) .
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also vary according to socio-economic factors. The socio-economic 
differentials in birth intervals according to age at first marriage 
therefore will be treated in the next section.
TABLE 3.13
PER CENT OF BIRTHS AFTER 4 YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE OR 
PRECEDING BIRTH - BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at First Marriage
<18 18-19 20-21 22 +
Marriage to 1st Birth 26.5 10.8 7.0 4.8
1st Birth to 2nd Birth 17.8 12.9 9.3 6.9
2nd Birth to 3rd Birth 14.9 9.0 8.5 9. 3
3rd Birth to 4th Birth 12.8 10.4 10.5 9.3
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
3.3.3. Socio-Economic Differentials in Birth Intervals by Age 
at First Marriage
Many studies have established the relationship between family size 
and certain characteristics of the women and their husbands such as 
their family income, occupational status, educational level and so on. 
In some cases, relationships between birth intervals and such variables 
can be demonstrated.
Pakrasi and Malaker (1973 : 103-110), who studied the nature of
the distribution of the average number of months between effective 
marriage and first birth within and between social classes in India,
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concluded that the average interval declined steadily with increasing 
age at first marriage in all social classes and the higher status and 
better educated couples of Calcutta evinced a pattern of family building 
behaviour just after consummation of marriage which hardly differed 
significantly from that of their counterparts living in relatively lower 
social strata.
Whelpton, Campbell and Patterson (1966 : 320-327) analysed
socio-economic differences in age at first marriage and the timing of 
births for 18-^ 39 year-old white wives in the United States, and 
concluded that couples in the different socio-economic groups vary 
mainly according to when they start their families, but have 
approximately equal intervals between later births.
Group differences in birth spacing in Korea using the mean number 
of months between first marriage and the first birth and between 
successive births up to the fourth are presented in Table 3.14 for women 
who have passed 4 years since first marriage or the preceding birth and 
have had the birth.
On the whole, differences in first birth intervals are related to 
socio-economic status. The differences by level of education are the 
strongest among all of the characteristics in both age at first marriage 
groups. Education has already been shown to have been the strongest 
influence on age at first marriage and fertility in Chapter II. The 
differences in the length of first birth intervals between 
socio-economic groups tend to be less, however, among those marrying at
older ages.
TABLE 3.14
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MEAN LENGTH OF BIRTH INTERVAL SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE OR THE PRECEDING 
BIRTH BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS (ONLY WOMEN WHO HAVE PASSED 4 YEARS SINCE FIRST
MARRIAGE OR THE PRECEDING BIRTH AND HAVE HAD THE thn BIRTH)
Age at first 
•^ jnarriage Less than 20 years 20 and more years
B i r th^''''""-.
Selected \lnterval Marriage 1st 2nd 3rd Marriage 1st 2nd 3rd
Characteris- to to to to to to to to
tics 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Total Mean 32.4 35.2 35.1 35.:L 20.1 30.4 31.9 33.7
No. of Respondents 2241 2144 1949 1656 2104 1829 1356 79 9
(1) Current Place 
of Residence
City 30.9 35.9 35.7 36. 4 19.8 31.1 32.2 35.1
Town & village 33.4 ' 34.8 34.7 34. 20.6 29.3 31.5 32.4
(2) Childhood Type 
of Residence
City 26.6 36.1 36.7 38. 4 20.2 30.2 33.2 36.7
Town & village 33.1 35.1 34.9 34.8 20.0 30.4 31.6 33.2
(3) Level of Education
Less than middle
school 33.4 35. 3 35.0 35.1 20.7 30.5 31.8 33.5
Middle School & 
higher 23.5 34.5 35.7 35. 4 19.1 30.2 32.2 34.1
(4) Religion
Buddhist 31.3 36.2 34.5 35. 2 19.4 30.1 32.5 35.9
Christian 30.6 35.4 33.0 34. 7 19.7 30.4 31.6 32.6
None or others 33.1 34.8 35.6 35. 1 20.5 30.4 31.8 33.0
(5) Pattern of Work
Current 33.5 35.0 35.0 34. 8 20.1 30.1 32.1 33.3
Before & after 
Marriage but not 
current 30.3 34.5 36.1 37. 2 19.2 30.7 31.6 33.8
Never 30.8 36.5 34.6 34. 6 31.4 30.6 32.1 34.5
(6) Husband's Occupation
Prcf., Manag., 
Clerical, Sales £ 
Service 30.4 35.0 34.9 35. 3 20.0 30.6 32.3 34.0
Agricultural 34.5 34.9 34.8 34 .4 20.4 28.9 30.8 33.3
Others 30.5 35.9 35.8 36. 6 20.0 31.3 32.7 33.8
Note: Negative Intervals are not included.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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As shown in the study in India (Pakrasi and Malaker, 1973 : 107),
the first birth interval in Korea also decreases with increasing age at 
first marriage and higher status groups, that is, women who are living 
or grew up in a city, have higher education, whose husband's are white 
collar workers, and so on. This is the reverse of the situation 
prevailing in most Western countries where the higher the status, the 
longer the interval. Clearly these patterns are linked with group 
differences in the timing of the first use of contraception and the 
effectiveness with which contraception is used early in marriage 
(Whelpton, Campbell and Patterson, 1966 : 325; U.N., 1976 : 75).
The second, third, and fourth intervals do not appear to vary with 
socio-economic status in Korea as much as the first interval does. This 
is similar to the situation in Western countries, where, after the 
couple begin to use contraception, the interval lengths do not 
necessarily vary with any socio-economic characteristics.
When the differences in birth intervals by socio-economic 
characteristics are compared with those by age at first marriage, the 
latter are clearly more significant. For the total mean, the first 
birth interval decreased from 32.4 months when age at first marriage was 
less than 20 years to 20.1 months when it was 20 years and over. From 
the second interval onwards, although the differences by age at first 
marriage are not as big as for the first birth interval, differences 
still exist while this is not the case for differences in socio-economic 
groups.
It can be said, therefore, that the length of the higher-order 
birth intervals is not as directly related to socio-economic status as 
the first interval as in the case in Western countries, although the 
first birth pattern in Korea is similar to those of other developing
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countries.
3.3.4. Age at First Marriage and Fertility According to Timing
of First Birth and Other Birth Intervals
The timing of the first birth is a critical factor in generating 
subsequent fertility. The general hypothesis is: the earlier the
timing of the first birth, the higher the completed fertility (Presser, 
1971 : 352).
Postponement of the first birth tends in several ways to promote 
social change in developing countries. Postponement of the first birth 
also tends to slow rates of population growth as shown in the example in 
3.3.1 above. Birth control and raising the marriage age are alternate 
strategies for postponing first births and thus slowing population 
growth.
As suggested by data from a survey in Detroit which showed that 
postponement of the first birth permitted the accumulation of cash and 
possessions (Ponlman, 1968 : 262) , in low fertility societies, the
timing of fertility may be as important for the health and welfare of 
families as the number of births. A number of studies in the West 
suggest that family well-being is conditioned by how soon childbearing 
is begun and how rapidly it proceeds (Bumpass, Rindfuss and Janosik,
1978 : 75). Furthermore, early childbearing may adversely affect the
health of mothers and infants (Menken, 1972), the economic welfare of 
families (Freedman and Coombs, 1966 and 1970; Campbell, 1968), and 
marital stability (Bumpass and Sweet, 1972). Finally, the size of 
completed families appears to be strongly influenced by age at first
motherhood (Presser, 1971; Bumpass and Mburugu, 1977).
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In Korea, national data relating the timing of the first birth to 
completed fertility are not yet available. However, the mean number of 
births to women whose first marriage occurred 20 or more years ago may 
be used as an index which only moderately understates the true level of 
completed fertility that would be found for these women when all of them 
had given birth to their last child.
Therefore, the mean numbers of children ever born by age at first 
birth to ever-married women who married 20 or more years ago are 
calculated and shown in Table 3.15. Age at first birth is considered as 
follows:
(Age at first birth) = (Age at first marriage) + (First Birth Interval)/12
Table 3.15 shows that the mean number of children ever born is 
decreasing continuously and steadily according to the age at first 
birth. Thus completed family size is influenced by both age at first 
marriage and the length of the first birth interval.
Table 3.16 shows the mean number of children ever born per woman, 
by birth order (up to fourth birth), birth interval, and age at first 
marriage for women whose first marriage occurred 20 or more years ago.
The data in Table 3.16 indicate that Korean fertility generally is 
less influenced by the length of the birth intervals than by age at 
first marriage. In the case of the first birth interval especially, 
there were no fertility differentials according to the length of the 
first birth interval. This shows that Koreans do not vary the length of 
their first birth interval in order to control their ultimate family 
size. The variation of number of children ever born in Table 3.15 is 
affected mainly by age at first marriage, not by the length of the first 
birth interval. However, from the second birth onwards, the mean number 
of children ever born decreases as the length of the birth interval
TABLE 3.15
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MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO EVER-MARRIED 
WOMEN WHO HAVE PASSED 20 OR MORE YEARS SINCE FIRST 
MARRIAGE - BY AGE AT FIRST BIRTH
Age at First Birth Number of Respondents Mean Number of Children 
Ever Born
Total 1562 5.6
<17 70 6.7
17 113 6.6
18 212 6.4
19 300 6.0
20 265 5.7
21 175 5.2
22 146 5.2
23-24 146 4.8
25+ 135 4.1
Note: (1) Age at first birth = Age at first marriage + First birth interval
(2) In cases where the first birth is a pre-marital birth, the age at 
first birth is considered to be the same as the age at first 
marriage
(3) The women who have no children ever born are excluded
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
TABLE 3.16
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MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO WOMEN WHO HAVE 
PASSED 20 OR MORE YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE - BY BIRTH 
ORDER, AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE, AND BIRTH 
INTERVAL
Birth Interval 
(in months)
No. of 
Respondents
Age at First Marriage
< 16 16-17 18-19 20+ Total Mean
(1) First Birth
Total 1562 6.6 5.7 5.3 4.4 5.6
< 12 174 (6.6) 5.8 5.4 (4.3) 5.4
12-23 471 7.0 6.1 5.5 5.0 5.8
24-35 344 6.8 6.0 5.6 (4.3) 6.0
36-47 194 7.3 6.2 5.2 (4.2) 6.1
48+ 379 5.9 4.8 4.6 (3.4) 5.0
(2) Second Birth
Total 1511 6.7 5.9 5.5 4.7 5.8
< 24 315 7.4 6.6 5.6 (5.5) 6.3
24-35 557 6.9 6.0 5.8 4.7 6.0
36-47 335 6.5 5.9 5.5 (5.1) 5.9
48+ 304 6.1 5.0 4.5 (3.5) 4.9
(3) Third Birth
Total 1442 6.9 6.0 5.6 4.9 6.0
< 24 254 7.6 6.6 6.0 (5.3) 6.4
24-35 612 7.0 6.1 5.8 5.1 6.0
36-47 357 7.0 6.0 5.6 (4.6) 6.0 ■
48+ 219 (5.8) 5.4 4.8 (4.3) 5.2
(4) Fourth Birth
Total 1333 7.1 6.3 5.9 5.2 6.2
< 24 220 (7.8) 6.8 6.5 (5.7) 6.8
24-35 617 7.1 6.4 6.0 5.3 6.3
36-47 322 6.8 6.2 5.6 (4.9) 6.0
48+ 174 (6.6) 5.6 (5.0) (4.5) 5.5
Note: (1) The women who have not borne the nth birth are excepted.
(2) ( ) refers to figures based on 10-49 cases.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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increases. This effect can be seen indirectly from the changes from 
interval to interval in the number of respondents by length of the 
interval. Even though the total number of respondents decreases for 
each successive interval, the number of respondents at birth intervals 
24-35 months and 36-47 months increase continuously from the second 
birth onwards.
Therefore, it may be concluded that (i) the general hypothesis that 
the shorter the first birth interval the higher is the completed 
fertility, does not apply to Korean fertility because Korean women tend 
to have their first birth as soon as possible after marriage; (ii) the 
childbearing of Korean women is postponed mainly through increase of age 
at first marriage, and completed fertility is reduced by delaying age at 
first marriage; and (iii) birth control appears to influence the birth 
intervals from the second interval onwards.
3.4 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY UNDER FAMILY PLANNING
3.4.1 Family Planning: General
If contraception is not widely and expertly practised, marital 
postponment may contribute substantially to lowering birth rates. It 
may also lead to smaller completed families because exposure to 
pregnancy may take place during the years of declining fecundity 
(Davis-Blake, 1967 : 132). However, since the inception of the
nationwide family planning program in 1962 in Korea, many adult Koreans 
have been exposed to a variety of contraceptive methods. The proportion 
of Korean women wanting no more children who are currently using a 
contraceptive method, is around 56 per cent (See Table 3.2.3). The 
proportion of women who have ever used any contraceptive method among 
the women who have three or more living children and whose age at first 
marriage was 20 or more years is more than 60 per cent (See Table 3.17).
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Since Lee and Kim (1979 : 67) showed that the most popular
contraceptive methods in Korea are the intrauterine device (IUD) and the 
oral contraceptive (pill), it may also be important to analyse the 
relationship between fertility and age at first marriage for each 
contraceptive method. However, because this section is concerned with 
total family planning, contraceptive methods^ will not be treated 
separately. Although contraception strictly excludes sterilization 
(U.N.1958 : 38), it is included in this study because it is also
considered as one of the most important contraceptive methods in Korean 
family planning (Cho, 1977 and Stoeckel, 1975).
Therefore, this section, 3.4, will examine the effects on fertility 
of contraception by age at first marriage after some preliminary 
discussion of (i) the status of fertility control; (ii) socio-economic 
differentials; and (iii) family size and sex preference.
3.4.2 Current Use, Ever-Use and Knowledge of Contraceptive
Methods by Age at First Marriage
Since the first Korean KAP survey in 1964, the proportion of 
married women with some knowledge2 of contraception has risen from about 
50 per cent to over 90 per cent (E.P.B. and K.I.F.P., 1977 : 115). In 
1974, 97.2 per cent of all ever-married women reported knowledge of at
Abortion is excluded.
The definition of 'knowledge' used in the 1974 Korean National Fertility 
Survey, as in earlier surveys in Korea, merely implies that the respondent 
had heard of some methods or of a particular method and no attempt was made 
to ascertain whether she knew how to use particular methods (E.P.B. and 
K.I.F.P, 1977 : 115).
TAKLE 3.17
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PERCENTAGE OF EVER-USE OF CONTRACEPTION - BY YEARS SINCE 
FIRST MARRIAGE, NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN,
AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
Age at First Marriage
Total <18 18-19 20-21 22 +
No. of Respondents 
(I) Years Since First Marriage
5430 1217 1247 1250 1716
Standardized for total (1) 56.5 51.4 54.9 58.7 61.4
Total 56.5 48.6 58.7 62.3 56.4
<5 34.3 26.9 29.6 34.3 35.9
5- 9 65.9 62.5 52.8 71.1 67.8
10-14 73.6 65.9 72.6 71.5 77.9
15-19 73.5 71.2 73.3 75.6 72.0
20+
(II) Number of Living Children
49.8 45.3 56.9 53.8 62.5
Standardized for total (2) 56.5 40.7 55.2 62.3 63.7
Total 56.5 48.6 58.7 62.3 56.4
0 - 1 24.5 7.8 25.5 24.1 27.6
2 58.7 32.1 50.3 62.2 65.0
3 68.8 52.8 61.2 73.3 75.8
4 70.7 55.9 72.4 77.3 76.6
5+ 62,8 54.4 67.0 75.7 75.0
Note: (1) Based on the frequencies of the respondents by years since
first marriage
(2) Based on the frequencies of the respondents by number of 
living children
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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least one contraceptive method.1
Table 3.17 which was tabulated by age at first marriage, years 
since first marriage, and family size shows that 56.5 per cent of the 
entire sample had tried at least one of the contraceptive methods. The 
percentage of ever-use increased gradually according to the age at first 
marriage, which is clear for the standardized percentages for all women.
The positive relationship between age at first marriage and 
percentage of women who have ever-used a method can be explained in the 
same way as fertility differentials by age at first marriage and 
socio-economic characteristics, that is, ever use of contraception 
varies according to level of education and type of residence (See 2.2.4 
and 3.2).
From the same Table, the pattern of ever-use also displays an 
inverted 'U' shaped pattern with a peak at the intermediate years since 
first marriage of 10 to 19 years and at a family size of 4 through all 
of the age at first marriage groups. For these groups, the percentage 
of ever-use is more than 70. The markedly lower level of contraceptive 
experience among the group of 20 or more years since first marriage 
(49.8 per cent) is not surprising if the short period of use of 
contraception in Korea is considered. However, women who have reached 
menopause or have been widowed or separated may under-report 
contraceptive use that may have occurred many years ago.
Although it is common to base estimates of the prevalence of 
current use of contraception on all ever-married women or currently 
married women, analytical precision is enhanced when women who are 
unexposed to the risk of contraception are excluded. Therefore,
.Included both 'efficient' and 'inefficient' methods.
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Table 3.18 refers to only 3870 respondents.!
In Table 3.18, current usage data do not show the strong positive 
relation between age at first marriage and contraceptive usage that was 
evident from ever-use data. In fact, for those married for 5 to 9 years 
or having two living children, current usage was highest among the young 
marrieds (less than 18 years). When contraceptive usage becomes 
widespread, those who marry young realize that they will have to make 
greater use of contraception because of their potentially long period of 
exposure.
Only 16 per cent of women with less than two living children were 
current users, but this proportion rises dramatically to 47 per cent for 
those with two children. Thereafter it increases only slightly with 
increasing family size. This pattern suggests that there is little 
reliance on contraception for spacing the first and second child.
However, as the fertility behaviour is in a large measure dependent 
upon the social milieu (Hauser, 1962 : 464), the contraceptive
behaviour should differ among various socio-economic groups. Thus, 
socio-economic differentials in current use of contraceptive methods are 
treated in the next section.
l.Data on current use in Table 3.18 are based on currently married non-pregnant 
women who considered themselves to be fecund plus currently married women 
whose husbands, or who themselves, have been sterilized for contraceptive 
purpose.
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TABLE 3.18
PERCENTAGE OF CURRENT USE OF CONTRACEPTION - BY YEARS SINCE 
FIRST MARRIAGE, NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN, AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE ^1^
Age at First Marriage
Total < 18 18-19 20-21 22 +
No. of Resx:>ondents 
(I) Years Since First Marriage
3870 627 913 989 1341
Standardized for total (2) 45.7 45.4 42.1 44.9 48.3
Total 45.7 48.3 46.8 46.2 43.3
<5 22.1 25.0(4) 17.3 20.9 23.5
5- 9 46.3 60.6(4) 32.9 46.6 49.7
10-14 54.2 39.6 56.7 48.1 62.0
15-19 61.0 53.5 59.3 64.4 63.9
20+
(II) Number of Living Children
50.3 49.4 52.1 50.0 48.0 (4)
Standardized for Total (3) 45.7 45.3 44.2 45.1 47.2
Total 45.7 48.3 46.8 46.2 43.3
0- 1 16.4 22.2 (4) 18.0 15.2 16.9
2 46.9 55.2<4> 40.0 45.9 48.9
3 53.9 52.8 49.2 55.8 55.3
4 56.9 51.9 58.0 58.2 57.4
5+ 49.6 49.7 50.9 45.9 52.6
Note: (1)
(2)
Excludes not-exposed
Based on the frequencies of the respondents by years since 
first marriage.
(3) Based on the frequencies of the respondents by number of 
living children
(4) The numbers of respondents are less than 50.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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3.4.3 Socio-Economic Differentials in Current Use of
Contraceptive Methods by Age ab First Marriage
The use or non-use of contraception is classified under conception 
class among the intermediate variables (Davis and Blake, 1956). The 
demographic transition in Western Europe was almost wholly achieved 
through the deliberate use of contraception (Coale, 1975 : 351). In
the stage of demographic transition, and to a lesser extent even 
afterwards, the social class differentials in fertility in those 
countries have been attributed to the differential practice of family 
planning.
Differentials in current use by several background characteristics, 
age at first marriage, and number of living children are summarized in 
Table 3.19. The standardizations yielded significant changes to the 
crude proportions.
Overall, the differences in current use by age at first marriage 
are not significant: the usage of women whose age at first marriage was
20 or more years is slightly higher than for those women whose age at 
first marriage was less than 20 standardized for all family sizes, and 
controlling for socio-economic characteristics with a few exceptions.
However, the differences in current use between urban and rural 
areas, lower and higher education levels, and non-agricultural and 
agricultural workers are very large: that is, more than 10 per cent
points. This confirms what Kiser (1960 : 77-78) has said:
"Contraceptive practice finds its first acceptance and 
extensive use among the so-called upper urban classes.
It later spreads outward to the rural areas and downward 
to the middle and lower socio-economic classes."
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TABLE 3.19
PERCENTAGE OF CURRENT USE OF CONTRACEPTION - BY AGE AT
FIRST MARRIAGE, SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, AND NUMBER
(1 )OF LIVING CHILDREN
Socio-Economic
Characteristics
No. of 
Respondents
Number of Living Children
Stand-
ardized Total 0-1 2 3 4 5+
I. Age at First Marriage : Less 
Total
than 20 Years 
1540
»
43.7 47.4 16.4 43.0 50.2 55.7 50.2
(1) Current Place of Residence
City 58 8 49.8 52.2 19.7 50.0 59.4 58.5 56. 1
Town & Village 952 38.9 44.4 13.6 34.8 39.3 53.8 48.4
(2) Educational Level
Less than Middle School 1350 42.1 46.5 11.9 40.8 49.5 53.8 49.1
Middle School or Higher 190 56.8 53.7 27.9 51.7 52.7 75.9 70.6
(3) Religion
Buddhist 357 40.9 47.9 6.7 33. 3 45.9 56.1 55.3
Christian 153 46.5 51.6 17.6 25.0 53.3 73.3 56.7
None or others 1030 44.8 46.6 18.9 49.0 51.2 53. 3 47.6
(4) Husband's Occupation  ^
Prof., Manag., Clerical,
Sales & Service 339 55.5 59.6 28.2 47.1 58.7 68.8 68.5
Agricultural 719 35.8 41.4 8.9 30.0 35.9 52.7 46.4
o n  (4)Others 478 45.6 47.5 15.8 48.0 55.4 49.5 52.9
(5) Pattern of Work
Current 907 43.8 48.1 18.2 45.3 48.8 54.5 48.1
Before or after marriage
but not current 321 45.4 44.2 13.6 39.7 54.8 59.6 53.8
Never 312 46.3 48.7 19.0 44.7 48.4 56.2 67.9
II Age at First Marriage : 20 or More Years 
Total 2330 45.7 44.5 16.4 47.9 55.5 57.9 48.0
(1) Current Place of Residence
City 1486 50.2 47.5 19.0 50.0 60.5 60.5 55.3
Town & Village 844 40.0 39.3 11.1 52.0 44.7 54.7 43.5
(2) Educational Level
Less than Middle School 1317 39.9 40.9 8.5 39.1 49.6 54.0 43.4
Middle School or Higher 1013 58. 3 49.4 21.9 55.3 63.8 67.5 75.0
(3) Religion
Buddhist 527 46.3 COCO 15.3 49.2 56.5 46.7 47.4
Christian 375 56.8 54.9 24.1 59.6 67.0 65.6 62.1
None or others 1428 42.0 40.3 14.8 44.1 51.7 52.8 42.4
(4) Husband's Occupation^3 4'
Prof., Manag., Clerical, 
Sales & Service 993 54.3 51.7 21.8 57.3 63.7 64.5 58.9
Agricultural 532 37.4 37.6 9.9 42.2 38.8 53.3 39.5
Others<4> 796 43.4 40.5 12.5 38.3 54.7 55.4 50.0
(5) Pattern of Work
Current 885 44.4 45.1 16.3 51.7 51.9 56.8 42.0
Before o r  after marriage 
but not current 865 48.2 43.0 16.1 49.6 58.3 56.5 54.8
Never 580 46.1 46.0 17.1 40.1 56.5 61.2 58.9
Note: (1) Excludes women not--exposed
(2) Based on the total frequencies of the respondents by number of living children
(3) 13-not-stated cases are excluded
(4) Includes skilled and unskilled, manual and never worked 
The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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This is similar to the Japanese population before 1960. The difference 
in percentages of married women under 50 years of age who were 
practising conception control between cities and rural areas decreased 
from a 65 per cent difference in 1950 to only 15 per cent in 1959 (Koya, 
1962 : 105-106) .
The fertility differentials by socio-economic characteristics 
analysed in Table 3.2 above, were very small compared with the 
differences in current use of contraceptive methods. This seems to be 
because the period of prevalence of contraceptive methods is short 
(slightly over ten years) and the methods are still spreading now. 
Although the differences by religion in the older age at first marriage 
group are quite big, the differences by religion and pattern of women's 
work are generally not very important. This can be explained with the 
same reasons given when fertility and age at first marriage 
differentials were analysed above (See 2.2.4, 2.3.3, and 3.2).
Therefore, according to the extent to which contraceptive methods spread 
from urban to rural areas and upper class to lower class, the 
socio-economic differences of current use become smaller and smaller and 
the total fertility is influenced by contraception more and more.
However, whatever the spread of the use of contraception towards 
the rural areas and lower classes, it is still very difficult to reduce 
the number of children which parents consider as their ideal family 
size. Thus, the next section will analyse the attitudes towards family 
size and sex preference.
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3.4.4. Attitudes Towards Family Size and Sex Preference
by Age at First Marriage
Caldwell (1976) has argued that in traditional societies fertility 
decline is only possible when wealth flowed from parents to children.
Cha (1979) and Lee and Kim (1979) have asserted that changes in the 
value of children and the attitude towards them have influenced 
fertility and family planning in Korea, and helped the decline of 
fertility.
Indicators of preference include ideal number of children, and 
number of additional children wanted (See Table 3.20). The average 
family size for 2633 respondents^ as a whole is 2.40 children, and the 
average number of additional children wanted was 0.73. By adding the 
number of additional children wanted to parity (number of living 
children), an indicator of desired family size is obtained. The average 
ideal number of children is 3.06 children.
Overall, both the mean number of children desired and the mean 
ideal number of children are influenced by age at first marriage and 
years since first marriage, although the differences among the groups of 
years since first marriage are more obvious than those among age at 
first marriage groups.
As expected, the women who belong to the youngest age at first 
marriage and the longest marriage duration groups want on the average 
the largest number of children (4.30). In contrast, the women who 
belong to the oldest age at first marriage and the shortest marriage 
duration groups want the smallest number (2.51). A very similar pattern 
is also shown for the mean ideal number of children.
1. See the note (2) to Table 3.20.
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TABLE 3.20
MEAN NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN, MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN DESIRED,
AND MEAN IDEAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN TO EVER-MARRIED WOMEN -
(1 ) ( 21BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE
Years Since First 
Marriage
No. of 
Respondents
Age at First Marriage
Total <18 18-19 20-21 22+
I. Mean Number of Living Children
_ . , (3)(4)Standardized
Total 2633
< 5 1056
5- 9 675
10-14 395
15-19 287
20+ 220
II. Mean Number of Children Desired^
c- a a- a <* 23> <4)Standardized
Total 2633
< 5 1056
5- 9 675
10-14 395
15-19 287
20+ 220
III. Mean Ideal Number of Children ^  '
e- * ,*•  ^ <3) <4 56>Standardized
Total 2618
< 5 1055
5- 9 672
10-14 392
15-19 282
20+ 217
2.40 2.35 2.44 2. 35 2.29
2.40 3. 39 2.79 2.46 1.98
1.28 (1.09) 1.29 1.27 1.29
2.47 (2.27) 2.43 2.51 2.47
3.36 (3.57) 3.59 3.35 3.20
3.78 (4.09) 3.88 3.73 3.41
4.09 4.22 4.08 (3.45) *
3.13 3.46 3.30 3.13 2.94
3.13 3.95 3.47 3.19 2.77
2.62 (3.20) 2.77 2.71 2.51
2.93 (2.85) 3.12 3.00 2.83
3.66 (4.10) 3.98 3.67 3. 39
3.98 (4.37) 4.06 3.92 3.61
4.17 4.30 4.13 (3.54) *
3.06 3.29 3.16 3.05 2.93
3.06 3.63 3.27 3.09 2.82
2.66 (3.00) 2.82 2.70 2.58
3.06 (3.23) 3.08 3.09 3.02
3. 35 (3.37) 3.55 3.42 3.17
3.56 (3.90) 3.58 3.51 3.37
3.80 3.95 3.78 (3.41) *
Note: (1) ( ) refers to figures based on less than 50 cases and an asterisk (*) to figures based on less
than 10 cases
(2) 2797 cases who answered "last pregnancy unwanted", "undecided", "other answers", "Not stated", and 
"not married and fecund" when "additional children wanted" was asked are excluded.
(3) Based on the frequencies by years since first marriage.
(4) The asterisks (*) were taken to be the same as the preceding figures for the same age at first 
marriage group in the standardizations.
(5) Calculated as follows:
(Mean number of children wanted) =* (Mean number of living children) + (Mean number of additional children wanted).
(6) 15-not-stated cases are excluded.
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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The mean numbers of children desired are larger than the mean ideal 
numbers of children, and the difference between the two mean numbers are 
bigger at younger age at first marriage and longer marriage duration 
groups as compared with those of other groups. Some of these women 
would have already surpassed their ideal family size and this may be 
partially caused by son preference. In Table 3.21, the strength of son 
preference is clearly indicated. For example, close to half the women 
still want additional children even if they already have four or more 
children but no sons. On the other hand, 77 per cent say they don't 
want any more children if they have two children and both of them are 
sons. The contrast between actual and ideal number of sons and 
daughters may explain why the women want more children even though they 
have achieved their ideal family size.
TABLE 3.21
PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED "FECUND" NON-PREGNANT WOMEN 
WHO WANT NO MORE CHILDREN - BY NUMBER OF LIVING SONS AND 
NUMBER OF LIVING DAUGHTERS
Number of Number of Living Sons
Living ----------------------------------------------
Daughters 0 1 2 3 4 or 
more
Total
0 12.5 16.5 77.0 93.8 98.7 50.7
1 11.7 71.2 96.5 98.9 100.0 74.3
2 35.7 81.7 97.7 99.3 100.0 85.6
3 46.7 81.3 99.4 100.0 100.0 87.2
4 or more 51.1 85.6 98.9 100.0 100.0 86.7
Total 22.7 64.2 ■ 93.5 98.1 99.6 74.2
Source: E.P.B. and K.I.. F.P., 1977 : T 351, Table 3.4.. 1 .
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The facts analysed so far in this section are those connected with 
family planning as a voluntary determinant of fertility, and attitudes 
relating to family size by age at first marriage. The next section, 
3.4.5, will analyse the relation between fertility and age at first 
marriage in the presence of contraception.
3.4.5. The Effects on Fertility of Contraception by Age
at First Marriage
Overall, one of the major reasons for low fertility in Korea today 
is the fact that more than half of the ever-married women - 56.5 per 
cent - have used at least one method of family planning (See Table 
3.17). Song (1973 : 36) made estimates of the number of births averted
as a result of family planning. Family planning in Korea including 
induced abortion accounted for 62 per cent of the decline in fertility 
in 1970. The rise in age at first marriage and change in the proportion 
of married women was responsible for lowering the birth rate by 38 per 
cent.
As mentioned in 3.4.1 above, the aim in using contraception is to 
stop having children completely or to postpone having children for a 
period. However, Korean women seem to use contraceptive methods mainly 
for the termination of childbearing. Tables 3.22, 3.23, and 3.24 
explain the facts very well.
Since the 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey failed to record 
the time of the first acceptance of the method or methods by the woman 
according to the pregnancy order and the duration of the method or 
methods used, only a comparison of fertility between the family planning 
ever users and never users is attempted in the present analysis.
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Mean numbers of living children and ideal number of children, 
standardized for years since first marriage, are shown in Table 3.22.
The mean numbers of living children show that the fertility of ever 
users (3.42) is 18 per cent higher than that for the never users (2.90). 
Also, the differentials in fertility between ever users and never users 
were found in all age at first marriage groups. Korean women generally 
use family planning after having at least the first baby, especially the 
first son, as more than 70 per cent of them give birth to their first 
child in a short period (2.5 years after marriage) (See Table 3.11).
TABLE 3.22
STANDARDIZED^ MEAN NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN AND MEAN IDEAL 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN - BY EVER USER AND' NEVER USER OF CONTRACEPTIVE 
METHODS AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
No. of 
Respondents
Age at First Marriage
Total <18 18-19 20-21 22+
(1) Mean Number of 
Living Children
Never User 2360 2.90 2.95 2.94 2.80 2.45
Ever User 3070 3.42 3.60 3.33 3.32 3.06
(2) Mean Ideal Number 
of Children
Never User 2326 3.29 3.37 3.39 3.26 3.18
Ever User 3047 3.13 3.35 3.10 3.08 2.94
Note: (1) Based on the total frequencies by years since first marriage
(2) 67-not-stated cases are excluded
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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Moreover, the mean numbers of living children for ever users are larger 
than the mean ideal number of children in all age at first marriage 
groups. This is not strange in a society in which the first son is 
considered to be so important. This means that after Korean couples 
have had their ideal number of sons they tend to use a contraceptive 
method to stop childbearing.
Table 3.23 illustrates well that most Korean couples use 
contraceptive methods mainly for the termination of childbearing, not 
for spacing purposes. The percentage of all women wanting no more 
children who are currently using a contraceptive method is 55.9 per 
cent, while only 15.8 per cent of women wanting more children are 
currently using a method. This pattern is similar for all of the age at 
first marriage groups.
TABLE 3.23
(1)STANDARDIZED PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN CURRENTLY USING A
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD WHO WANT MORE OR NO MORE
CHILDREN - BY AGE AT (2)FIRST MARRIAGE v '
No. of 
Respondents
Age at First Marriage
Total < 18 18-19 20-21 22+
Wanting No More 2868 55.9 56.2 53.6 54.9 57.1
Wanting More 966 15.8 28.4 14.7 15.7 16.0
Note: (1) Based on the frequencies by years since first marriage
(2) 1596 cases, which are 'not-exposed', 'not-stated', 'undecided',
and 'other answer', are excluded
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey.
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STANDARDIZED(1) MEAN LENGTH OF BIRTH INTERVALS - BY EVER 
USER AND NEVER USER OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS 
AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
No. of Age at First Marriage
Respondents
Total < 18 18-19 20-21 22+
(1) First Birth 
Interval
Never User 2164 28.8 33.9 25.8 31.2 23.4
Ever User 2983 22.0 26.9 21.5 19.0 17.7
(2) Second Birth 
Interval
Never User 1560 34.7 33.2 33.8 37.9 40.9
Ever User 2804 30.5 31.0 30.7 29.9 28.6
(3) Third Birth 
Interval
Never User 1024 34.9 36.1 34.7 35.6 31.6
Ever User 2328 32.1 33.2 31.2 30.4 32.9
(4) Fourth Birth 
Interval
Never User 912 35.1 35.9 34.3 34.4 43.5
Ever User 1675 33.3 33.4 33.3 33.3 34.6
Note: (1) Based on the total frequencies by years since first marriage
Source: The 1974 Korean National Fertility Survey
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Table 3.24 shows the standardized mean length of birth intervals 
according to usage of contraception. Of course, as the figures do not 
refer to whether the respondents used a contraceptive method during the 
given birth interval, an exact analysis of the effect of contraceptive 
practice on the length of birth intervals is not possible.
Despite this limitation, this Table shows that the mean lengths of 
birth intervals for ever users are shorter than those for never users. 
The differentials between never users and ever users are reduced 
according to the order of birth intervals: 30.9 per cent difference for
all respondents at the first birth interval, 13.8 at the second, 8.7 at 
the third, and only 5.4 per cent at the fourth interval. This pattern 
presumably has a lot to do with the fact that never users are biased 
towards the sub-fecund, but as parity increases this bias is reduced. 
However, the big differences of birth intervals between never users and 
ever users again suggest that few respondents use contraception for 
spacing. The differentials by age at first marriage groups according to 
the order of birth intervals are not clear, although the differentials 
tend to be decreasing like those for all respondents.
Therefore, it can be concluded that family planning in Korea is 
chiefly used to stop births among couples who have already had their 
ideal number of children, especially sons, not to lengthen the period
between births.
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CHAPTER 4
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
4.1 TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS IN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY
In Korea, under the influence of Confucian thought, ancestor 
worship, and the clan system, universal nuptiality remains a fact of 
life. The average age at first marriage, however, has increased 
dramatically from 16 years to 24 years for females during the last half 
century because of the disruption to Korean society during war time, and 
because of three-year military service, changes in education and 
employment, and other economic reasons. There has also been a notable 
change in fertility. The crude birth rate started a great decline from 
around 1960 because of social and economic changes : a large-scale
family planning program, the availability of abortion, and also the 
increase in age at first marriage. Since 1960, fertilty has declined 
for most ages and it is concentrated in a short span centred on age 
group 25-29. The total fertility dropped by more than 40 per cent 
during the 15 years from 1960.
Age at first marriage and fertility have been influenced by various 
socio-economic factors, especially the level of education, and place of 
residence. Although there are some differences in age at first marriage 
and fertility among religious groups, husband1s occupation groups, 
pattern of women's work groups, and so on, these appear to be influenced 
mainly by the level of education and rural-urban composition. When the 
fertility variations are examined according to socio-economic 
characteristics while at the same time controlling for age at first 
marriage, education and place of residence are the strongest factors 
influencing Korean fertility for every age at first marriage group, the 
differences are bigger for the younger age at first marriage groups.
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Therefore, in a society undergoing rapid social and economic 
change, differences in fertility should be obvious between higher and 
lower levels of education and between rural and urban areas through all 
age at first marriage groups. However, the extent of the differences 
will depend on the speed of social and economic change and the delay of 
age at first marriage. Thus, in Korea where the tempo of social change 
is decreasing, these differences would be decreasing although they will 
persist continuously during the period of demographic transition.
4.2 RELATION BETWEEN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY ACCORDING TO 
BIRTH INTERVALS
Marriage in Korea represents the initiation of sexual activity and 
childbearing, and the timing of births is a major force affecting 
completed family size and population growth. Although the pattern of 
timing of the first birth in Korea has two peaks similar to those of 
Western countries, the early peak is not significant and the second peak 
is very high and sharp. This is because pre-marital pregnancies are 
very infrequent and most women give birth as soon as possible after 
marriage for all age at first marriage groups. Moreover, according to 
the increase in age at first marriage the second peak becomes higher and 
moves towards the shorter interval groups.
In contrast to the situation in Western countries where the higher 
the status, the larger their first birth interval, the first birth 
interval in Korea clearly decreases with increasing age at first 
marriage and better status groups, that is, women who are living or grew 
up in a city, who have higher education, and whose husbands are 
non-agricultural workers. However, the length of the higher-order 
intervals is not related to socio-economic status as is the case in
Western countries.
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The mean number of children ever born decreases continuously and 
steadily with delay in the age at first birth. However, because Korean 
women tend to have their first birth as soon as possible after marriage 
and the lengths of the birth intervals from the second birth tend to be 
equal among all of the age at first marriage groups (although the first 
birth intervals for older age at first marriage groups are shorter than 
those of younger age at first marriage groups) completed fertility would 
be reduced by delaying age at first marriage.
4.3 RELATION BETWEEN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY UNDER FAMILY 
PLANNING
Most Korean women know at leat one contraception method but the 
percentages of ever-users and current users are 56.6 and 45.7 per cent 
respectively. There is a positive relation between age at first 
marriage and the percentages of ever-use, although it is not strong.
The proportion of current users among women with less than two living 
children is not significant, but the proportion rises dramatically for 
those with two children and thereafter increases slightly with parity. 
Therefore, this indicates that Korean couples usually use contraceptive 
methods only after two or more births.
Although the differences in current use of contraception by age at 
first marriage are not significant, the differences between urban and 
rural areas, lower and higher education levels, and non-agricultural and 
agricultural workers are very large. According to the spread of 
contraceptive methods from urban to rural areas and upper class to lower 
class, however, the differences of current use will become smaller and 
smaller and total fertility will be influenced by use of contraceptive
methods more and more.
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The mean number of children wanted and the mean ideal number of 
children clearly decrease with increase in age at first marriage and 
decrease with the length of marriage duration. A Korean woman who has 
no son or only one son, will continue to want more children until she 
gives birth to a son, even though she may have achieved her ideal family 
size. The son-preference is very strong and it is particularly strong 
for younger age at first marriage and longer marriage duration groups.
The fertility of ever users is much greater than that of never 
users for all age at first marriage groups and Korean women generally 
use family planning after having at least the first baby especially the 
first son. Moreover, the mean number of living children for ever users 
is larger than the mean ideal number of children in all age at first 
marriage groups. This backs up well the belief that the first son is 
considered as the most important child in Korea. This means that after 
the Korean couples have their ideal number of sons they tend to use 
contraceptive methods to stop childbearing.
4.4 CONCLUSION
The relationship between age at first marriage and fertility in 
Korea changed after 1962 when family planning was introduced. Before 
1962, the growth of the Korean population depended mainly on the change 
in age at first marriage and proportion of those married which were 
influenced by the level of education and the composition of urban and 
rural populations. The changes in the educational level and urban-rural 
composition were caused by urbanization and industrialization.
Thereafter, however, contraceptive practice has become an important 
element in lowering the rate of population growth. Contraception is 
spreading from urban to rural areas and upper classes to lower classes. 
In Korean society under Confucian influence, there are two kinds of
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demographic factors obstructing contraceptive practice: one is that
most Korean women give birth as soon as possible after marriage, and the 
other is that they have a very strong son-preference even though their 
ideal family size has decreased. Family planning in Korea, therefore, 
is chiefly used to stop giving birth for those couples who have their 
ideal number of children, especially sons, and not to lengthen the 
period between births.
In 1974, there were still big differences in age at first marriage, 
fertility, and contraceptive practice between urban and rural areas, 
higher and lower levels of education, and non-agricultural and 
agricultural workers. The differences are decreasing according to 
economic and social development, while at the same time the structure of 
the Korean population is changing continuously. When the differences 
become small between groups, the rate of population growth will not 
change any more without a change of norms: son-preference, universal
marriage and rapid childbearing after marriage.
In this context, the higher age at first marriage in Korea means a 
smaller number of married women currently exposed to pregnancy and 
potential contraceptive failure and a shorter period of exposure. Even 
if contraception is practised with such facility that few births occur 
in excess of ideal family size, delayed marriage will lengthen the 
period between generations and hence put an independent brake on 
long-range population growth.
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